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Highlights 

 It is unclear if a recovered pain condition leaves traces of higher sensitivity of pain mechanisms  

 Pain is more frequently referred to the previous area of nociceptive activity 

 The pain area in the previously painful area is enlarged compared with controls 

 The ability to dampen pain via endogenous inhibition seems improved after recovery from pain  

 The findings shed a light on the mechanisms involved in recovery from musculoskeletal pain 
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