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A B S T R A C T

Background and purpose: The demand for international experiences as part of education and
training for healthcare providers continues to increase. As schools/colleges of pharmacy increase
training opportunities in global health, there is a demand for a strategic way to evaluate
opportunities. Evaluation tools can be utilized to facilitate this type of assessment.
Educational activity and setting: The purpose of this article is to highlight two different
international experiential education site evaluation tools, discuss lessons learned when applying
these tools in the field, and outline steps for a college of pharmacy to create their own tool to
meet institution specific needs.
Findings: The involvement of key stakeholders is important to developing an evaluation tool.
Identification and prioritization of key criteria for assessing partnerships is essential. There are
many criteria and each institution may consider a unique set of criteria, the most appropriate
way to evaluate these, and who should be completing this evaluation.
Discussion and summary: An evaluation tool may serve as a framework of discussion for new
and existing international partnerships. The use of a global partnership evaluation tool allows for
a more consistent discussion when deciding if the partnership is appropriate for both parties,
helps the involved faculty know what criteria are required to be evaluated and outlines what
resources should be considered.

Background and purpose

As globalization increases, healthcare providers are increasingly tasked with understanding and addressing health and disease
throughout the world.1 The demand for international experiences as part of education and training for healthcare providers
continues to increase.2,3 As this demand has increased, higher education institutions continue to identify ways to incorporate global
health and international education into the curriculum.1,4–8 While the most observable trends have been in medical training
programs, there is also growing interest from the allied healthcare professions, including pharmacy.3,9 The Foundation for
Advancement of International Medical Education and Research (FAIMER) has reported that almost every medical school in the
United States (US) offers some type of global education opportunity.10 More than 25% of graduates from US medical schools enter
residency having completed an international experience.11 There are limited data regarding global health education within schools/
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