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*Biographies (Text)

Eitan Pechenick:

Eitan Pechick holds a PhD in Mathematics from the University of Vermont
where he also carried out his undergraduate career, and an MS in
Mathematics from the University of Waterloo. His graduate thesis focused
on the Google Books corpus and big data problems in general. He is
currently working as a Data Scientist.

Christopher M. Danforth:

Chris Danforth received a B.S. in math and physics from Bates College in
2001, and a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics and Scientific Computation from
the Uni- versity of Maryland in 2006. He is currently on the faculty of
the University of Vermont where he com- bines mathematical modeling and
big data to study a variety of complex biological, natural, and physical
sys— tems. Among other projects, he has applied principles of chaos
theory to improve weather forecasts, and devel- oped a real-time remote
sensor of global happiness using Twitter. His research has been covered
by the New York Times, Science Magazine, and the BBC among others.
Descriptions of his projects are available at his website:
http://uvm.edu/~cdanfort.

Peter Sheridan Dodds:

Peter Sheridan Dodds is a Professor at the University of Vermont (UVM)
working on system-level problems in many fields, ranging from sociology
to physics. He is Director of UVM's Complex Systems Center, co-Director
of UVM's Computational Story Lab, a visiting faculty fellow at the
Vermont Advanced Computing Core, and is appointed to the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics. He maintains general research and teaching
interests in complex systems and networks with a current focus on
sociotechnical and psychological phenomena including collective emotional
states, contagion, language, and stories. His methods encompass large-
scale data collection and analysis, large-scale sociotechnical
experiments, and the formulation, analysis, and simulation of theoretical
models. Dodds's training is in theoretical physics, mathematics, and
electrical engineering with extensive formal postdoctoral and research
experience in the social sciences. Dodds was funded by an NSEF CAREER
grant awarded by the Social and Economic Sciences Directorate. Extensive
material for Dodds's research and teaching can be found at
http://petersheridandodds.org.
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