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Abstract

Access to public services is an important deterntioheconomic opportunities and well-
being. We argue that location-allocation analysis loe used not only to determine the
optimal spatial allocation of public services, bigo as a tool to increase transparency in the
allocation decisions. We illustrate by analyzingizéin Service Centers in Brazil and
Sweden. We first show how the optimal spatial a@tmn of such centers can be obtained
with data that is largely publicly available, whiatows for transparency. Based on the
suggested optimum, we then introduce differentipugarvices misallocation metrics,

beyond what the literature has previously discus#éslshow how such misallocation
metrics can be related to socioeconomic outcome@galitical- and other variables, thus

suggesting a method that can become a usefuli@sialyses of public sector performance.
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