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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to assess how information sharing offices affect loan price and
quantity in the African banking industry. The empirical evidence is based on a panel of 162
banks in 42 countries for the period 2001-2011. From the Generalised Method of Moments,
public credit registries decrease loan price. With instrumental Quantile Regressions, two main
findings are established. Public credit registries consistently decrease the price of loans
whereas private credit bureaus consistently have the opposite effect. Public credit registries
increase loan quantity in bottom quintiles (or banks associated with lower loan quantities)
while private credit bureaus increase loan quantity in top quintiles (or banks associated with

higher loan quantities).
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1. Introduction

Access to finance remains a fundamental problem in African development because
less than 20% of households on the continent have access to financial services in the formal
banking sector (IFAD, 2011; Asongu et al., 2016a). Consistent with the narrative, some of
the documented factors restricting financial access include: limited communication

infrastructure, low population densities and poor transport facilities. Even in regions that are
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