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Abstract  

In the Central Uplift of the Tarim Basin, northwestern China, the Katian (Upper 

Ordovician) limestones of the Lianglitag Formation extend from outcrops in the Bachu 

area to the subsurface in the Tazhong Oil Field (TZOF) area. Reefs and inner platform 

deposits are the dominant facies throughout the formation. The reef composition 

illustrates a palaeoecologic gradient from microbial-dominated buildups on the 

northwestern margin to metazoan-dominated reefs on the eastern and southern margins of 

the platform. Between these areas no outcrops are present. In the present study, data 

including litho- and biofacies logs and correlations from eight wells are presented, six of 

them of the region between Bachu and Tazhong, and two wells along the former platform 

margin from the TZOF. Calcimicrobial carbonates are common in core from the inner 
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