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Highlights  

 Loose sows spent more time performing nest building behaviours than confined sows 

 Loose housed sows were standing or walking more than confined sows  

 Housing did not affect duration of farrowing or birth intervals 

 In this study crating modified nest building behaviour but to a rather limited extent  

 

Abstract 

The effects of confinement prior to farrowing on the performance of nest building behaviour and 

progress of parturition were investigated using hyper prolific sows. Forty first parity and 41 

second/third parity sows were allocated to one of two treatments: loose housed (40) or confined (41). 

All sows had free access to a straw rack with long stemmed straw and were housed in a freedom 
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