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Asthma is the most common chronic respiratory con-
dition in children. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC, 2011) reported that asthma affected
7.1 million children, with 4.1 million experiencing an
asthma attack. The primary goal of asthma manage-
ment is to optimize asthma control. Optimal control
of asthma demands that children and adolescents and
their families track daily symptoms and recognize
when treatment needs to be adjusted to prevent asthma
exacerbations. This article will focus on high-quality
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informational and educational resources about asthma
for children, adolescents, and their parents on the
World Wide Web (Web). Mobile asthma management
applications (apps) that may improve the ability of chil-
dren, adolescents, and their families to manage asthma
and recognize their unique needs will also be ad-
dressed.

GOOGLING FOR ASTHMA

The Internet has become a significant source of health
information and support for persons with chronic con-
ditions. Sixty-five percent of adults with at least one
chronic condition re-

ported having Internet The Internet has
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those users going on- iqnif
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2010). Ninety-five per- I information and
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ternet (Madden, Lenhart, Duggan, Cortesi, & Gasser,
2013). It is reasonable to extrapolate from these statis-
tics that a significant percentage of children and adoles-
cents with a chronic condition will also go online for
health information and support.

Eighty percent of Internet users seeking health infor-
mation go online using a popular search engine rather
than going to a specific health information Web site
(Fox & Duggan, 2013). Searching online for health in-
formation has never been easier. However, finding
the right information quickly means selecting the right
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keywords to conduct the search. In general, the use of
the single keyword will result in too broad a search.
By typing two to three relevant keywords into the
search box, such as asthma infant or astbma action
plan, the search engine will match those keywords to
the text that appears on a Web site. If a person is inter-
ested in a particular category of asthma, then entering
that descriptor ahead of asthma in the search box will
result in even more relevant search results (e.g., exer-
cise-induced astbma child or mild astbma child). In
addition, as the user types in a search query, Google
(as well as other browsers) will automatically suggest
alternative searches and provide links to related
searches at the bottom of the page. Remember, how
browsers are programmed to make these determina-
tions is a bit of a mystery to the everyday online user.

HIGH-QUALITY ASTHMA SITES

Browsers, such as Google, use complex algorithms to
determine the “quality” of the content on a Web site. At-
tempting to determine what signals a quality site to
Google or Bing is beyond the scope of this article; how-
ever, browsers today do include “higher quality” Web
sites at the top of the search results. In the United States,
uniformed resource locator (URL) addresses that end in
.edu (educational institutions), .gov (national and state
government), or .org (nonprofit organization) are gen-
erally the most reliable sources of health information.
When entering “asthma” into the search box of
a browser, the health information user will find that
many of the sites at the top of the search results have
URLs that end in .edu, .gov, and .org. The health infor-
mation on these types of sites is generally viewed as
more trustworthy because experts review and update
it on a regular basis.

Many professional, organizational, and governmen-
tal agencies provide Web-based resources about asthma
that may be helpful to older adolescents and parents.
Box 1 provides the names and URLs of asthma-related
sites that provide trustworthy health information about
asthma. Many of these general organizations and
agencies provide education, advocacy, and sources of
local support for children and adolescents with asthma
and their families.

Kidshealth.org (http://kidshealth.org), sponsored by
the Nemours Foundation, is always a good place to be-
gin to find reliable information about a wide range of
health conditions in children. The site breaks down
the same health content across four audiences: parents,
kids, teens, and educators. Content is written at an age-
appropriate level and includes games and animations
to help a child or adult understand complex medical in-
formation. A great feature on Kidshealth is the ability for
the user to click the “Listen” link to download the audio
clips for a section. An added feature on this site is the
highlighted read-along text (by word and sentence)
during narration, which accommodates literacy differ-

BOX 1. General information, advocacy, and

support for children and adolescents with
asthma and their families

o Allergy & Asthma Network/Mothers Of Asthmatics
Www.aanma.org

e American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
WWwWW.aaaai.org

e American College of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
WWW.acaai.org

e American Academy of Pediatrics
Www.aap.org

e American Lung Association
www.lung.org

e Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
www.aafa.org

e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
www.cdc.gov/asthma

e National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
www.nhlbi.nih.gov

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
www.epa.gov/asthma

ences among users. Kidshealth in the Classroom
(http://classroom.kidshealth.org) provides educators
with complete lesson plans, handouts, and activities
for preschool children through grade 12 about health-
related topics, including asthma.

The WebMD network maintains several Web sites
that provide up-to-date information about asthma for
consumers and health professionals. The consumer-
oriented WebMD site (http://www.webmd.com/
asthma) hosts an Asthma Health Center that includes
helpful articles, videos, a moderated asthma commu-
nity, and a special section on Children’s Asthma. Other
Web sites in this network include Medscape and
eMedicine, which provide information for health
care professionals, and eMedicineHealth, which pro-
vides consumer-oriented information similar to what
is found on WebMD. Asthma at About.com (http://
asthma.about.com) is another comprehensive infor-
mation resource on the Web. The About guide for
this topic is a physician who is board-certified in pedi-
atrics and in allergy and immunology.

Always encourage children, adolescents, and parents
to discuss any online health information they have
questions about with their health care provider. Ask
them to bring in hard copies of the information or book-
mark the Web pages on their mobile device to share
during a clinic visit. Remind them to exercise caution
if a site is filled with advertisements or is funded by an
outside source, which might bias the presentation of
health information on that site.

JUST FOR KIDS AND TEENS
Patient education is one of four key components
of asthma care as outlined in the National Asthma
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