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Abstract 

 

 The transition to adulthood became more precarious in the United States and many other 

countries during the Great Recession of the late 2000s. We investigate perceived social trust and 

social integration – and the relationship between the two – among young people during this 

period. We draw on longitudinal data from the U.S. Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID) to 

examine social trust and social integration among young adults (aged 18 to 25; n = 728) before, 

during, and after the nadir of the recession. Cross-lagged models are estimated to assess the 

reciprocal relationship between a variety of concepts related to social trust and social integration 
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