
 

Accepted Manuscript

Search and Categorization

Chaim Fershtman, Arthur Fishman, Jidong Zhou

PII: S0167-7187(17)30442-3
DOI: 10.1016/j.ijindorg.2017.10.002
Reference: INDOR 2396

To appear in: International Journal of Industrial Organization

Received date: 9 October 2017
Accepted date: 10 October 2017

Please cite this article as: Chaim Fershtman, Arthur Fishman, Jidong Zhou, Search and Categorization,
International Journal of Industrial Organization (2017), doi: 10.1016/j.ijindorg.2017.10.002

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijindorg.2017.10.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijindorg.2017.10.002


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

Highlights

• The internet has not only reduced consumer search costs, but has also enabled more

efficient and sophisticated search procedures. For example, online consumers can

streamline their search process if appropriately defined categories of products and

services are available. This paper proposes a search model with product categories

where consumers choose which categories to search and firms respond to such more

targeted search by strategically choosing the categories in which to list their prod-

ucts. The analysis focuses on the relationship between category architecture and

the type of information which can be credibly disclosed by firms’ category choices

to consumers.
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