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ABBREVIATIONS 

ACAN, aggrecan; ECM, extracellular matrix; PNE, prenatal nicotine exposure; GC, glucocorticoid; H3K9, 

lysine 9 of histone H3; GD, gestational day; PW, postnatal week; SOX9, SRY-type high mobility group 

box 9; TGFβ, transforming growth factor β; TGFβR1, transforming growth factor β receptor 1. 
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