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ABSTRACT 

Purpose: This study aimed to determine the rate, cause and management of 
seizures in the context of potential ART-AED interactions in a cohort of HIV+ 
individuals. 
Methods: Records of 604 HIV+ patients were reviewed and those reporting 
epilepsy/seizure diagnosis were further evaluated.  
Results: This cohort exhibited a seizure rate of 2.4%. HIV+ patients treated for 
epilepsy displayed low serum AED levels and failed to achieve seizure control. They 
were more likely to disengage from Neurology follow up. 
Conclusion: For HIV+ patients presenting with seizures/epilepsy the AED 
prescription and the provision of supplementary support services needs to be 
carefully considered.  
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1. Introduction 

In Ireland newly diagnosed cases of HIV have been reported at an annual rate that 

ranges from 7.0 to 7.5 per 100,000 (1). Despite the introduction of highly active anti-

retroviral therapy (HAART), 40-60% of HIV infected individuals develop neurological 

complications (2-4). The frequency of new seizures in the HIV+ population is 

estimated to be between 4-11% in the populations studied (5). To date the literature 

on the epidemiology of seizures and epilepsy in HIV has not generated reliable per 

patient year incidence estimates. Also no prevalence rates have been determined 

that can easily separate recurrent provoked seizures from unprovoked attacks 

(epilepsy). The data we have so far suggest a prevalence of all seizures of about 6% 

in a reasonably large HIV+ cohort with approximately half of these identified as being 

unprovoked attacks (3).   

 

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

mailto:zaporol@tcd.ie


Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/8683939

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/8683939

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/8683939
https://daneshyari.com/article/8683939
https://daneshyari.com

