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THE USE OF PREMOLAR EXTRACTIONS WITH ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT DOES 

NOT GUARANTEE AN IMPROVED ERUPTION POTENTIAL OF THIRD MOLARS.  
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SUMMARY 

Selection Criteria 

The authors conducted a search using 2 electronic databases (MEDLINE and Web of Science) 
for prospective and retrospective controlled clinical studies that compared orthodontic treatment 
groups with premolar extractions versus those without extractions concerning their effect on the 
eruption of the third molars.  Studies were limited to articles published in English or French 
through April 2017.  The initial search yielded 325 articles; 44 articles remained after title 
screening.  After full text assessment, 12 articles were selected that satisfied the inclusion and 
exclusion criteria. Each article was independently assessed for quality.  

Key Study Factors 
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