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Abstract 

Objectives To summarize prevalence and incidence of pressure injuries (PIs) in 

public hospitals on a global scale to guide the development of PI prevention, 

strategies and planning for efficient use health resources. 

Design A systematic literature review was conducted to examine the worldwide 

relevant literature published between 2000 and 2017 on the prevalence and incidence 

of PIs in hospitalised adult population. 

Data sources A systematic search of databases (MEDLINE (Ovid), EMBASE (Ovid), 

CINAHL (EBSCO), and EconLit (EBSCO) was undertaken for English language 

articles published between 1st January 2000 to 31st March 2017. A systematic 

literature search was performed using the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic 

Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA).  
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