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Abstract  

Background: Chronic depression (CD) is strongly associated with childhood maltreatment, which has 

been proposed to lead to inefficient coping styles that are characterized by abnormal affective 

responsiveness and dysfunctional cognitive attitudes. However, while this notion forms an important 

basis for psychotherapeutic strategies in the treatment of CD, there is still little direct empirical 

evidence for a role of altered affective and cognitive reactivity in CD. The present study therefore 
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