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Abstract 

Background 

Social anxiety disorder (SAD) is characterized by an extreme and intense fear and avoidance 

of social situations. In this two-generation family study we examined delta-beta correlation 

during a social performance task as candidate endophenotype. 

Methods 

Nine families with a target participant (diagnosed with SAD), their spouse and children, as 

well as target’s siblings with spouse and children performed a social performance task in 

which they gave a speech in front of a camera. EEG was measured during resting state, 

anticipation, and recovery. Our analyses focused on two criteria for endophenotypes: co-

segregation within families and heritability. 
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