Radiologia. 2017;59(3):232-246

RADIOLOGIA

Seram RADIOLOGIA

Sociedad Espafiola de Radiologia Médica

www.elsevier.es/rx

seram fj

ORIGINAL REPORT

Choice of the specialty of diagnostic radiology by @CmsMark
results of the competitive examination to assign
residency positions from 2006 to 2015

E. Murias Quintana®*, F. Sanchez Lasheras®, A. Fernandez-Somoano®,
J.M. Romeo Ladrero®, S.M. Costilla Garcia?, M. Cadenas Rodriguez®,
J.B. Baladrén Romerof

a Servicio de Radiologia, Hospital Universitario Central de Asturias, Facultad de Medicina, Departamento de Medicina,
Universidad de Oviedo, Asturias, Spain

b Departamento de Construccion e Ingenieria de Fabricacién, Universidad de Oviedo, Asturias, Spain

< JUOPA-Area de Medicina Preventiva y Salud Publica, Departamento de Medicina, Universidad de Oviedo, Asturias, Spain
d Editor del blog, MIRentrelazados, Zaragoza, Spain

¢ Servicio de Radiologia, Hospital Universitario Central de Asturias, Asturias, Spain

f Director del Curso Intensivo MIR Asturias, Oviedo, Asturias, Spain

Received 5 November 2016; accepted 10 March 2017
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Medical training; Objective: To analyze the profile of residency candidates choosing the specialty of diagnostic
Residents; radiology in function of variables related to the positions available in different years.

Medical specialties; Materials and methods: We compiled the data published on the Spanish Ministry of Health’s
Diagnostic radiology website during the acts celebrated to allow residency candidates to choose positions based on

the results of the competitive examinations held from 2006 to 2015, comparing the specialty
of diagnostic radiology with the other specialties available in terms of positions available, net
questions, sex, nationality, and order of choice of the position.

Results: The specialty of diagnostic radiology occupied the 16th position in the ranking of spe-
cialties according to the median number of order in the choice for each of the positions offered
in the years studied. The first diagnostic radiology residency position was usually assigned after
75 candidates had chosen other specialties, and the last position was usually assigned after
3700-4100 candidates had chosen their positions. During the period studied, of those who
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chose diagnostic radiology 58% were women and 76% were Spanish nationality. Candidates pre-
ferred hospitals in the Autonomous Community of Madrid, and the hospital chosen with the
lowest median position (highest score on the competitive examination) was the Hospital Clinic
de Barcelona.

Conclusions: Diagnostic radiology is chosen by candidates with good positioning in the rank-
ing according to official examination results, is less likely than other specialties to be chosen
by women, and is chosen mostly by Spanish physicians. Candidates prefer large hospitals in
provincial capitals.

© 2017 SERAM. Published by Elsevier Espana, S.L.U. All rights reserved.

Analisis de la eleccion de la especialidad de radiodiagnoéstico en el examen MIR
desde el afio 2006 hasta 2015

Resumen

Objetivo: Analizar el perfil del opositor que ha escogido la especialidad de radiodiagnéstico,
analizando variables relacionadas con las plazas convocadas a lo largo de la historia.

Material y métodos: Se recogen los datos publicados por el Ministerio de Sanidad espanol en su
pagina web durante los actos de eleccion de plaza en el examen MIR desde el ano 2006 hasta
2015, comparando la especialidad de radiodiagnostico con el resto de las ofertadas en términos
de plaza, preguntas netas, sexo, nacionalidad y lugar de eleccion de la plaza.

Resultados: La especialidad de radiodiagndstico ocupa la posicion nimero 16 en el ranking de
especialidades ordenadas segin la mediana de nimero de orden con la que se escogi6 cada una
de sus plazas desde el afo 2006 hasta 2015. La primera plaza se suele escoger por debajo del
numero de orden 75 y la eleccion de la especialidad se suele terminar entre los nimeros de
orden 3.700 y 4.100. Durante el periodo estudiado, un 58% de los electores de radiodiagnostico
fueron mujeres y un 76%, espanoles. Los opositores prefieren los hospitales de la comunidad de
Madrid, y el hospital elegido con la mediana mas baja (mejor nimero de orden) es el Hospital
Clinic de Barcelona.

Conclusiones: Radiodiagnostico se escoge en el MIR con buenos nimeros de orden, con menor
tendencia a ser elegida por mujeres que otras especialidades y escogida en su mayoria por
médicos espaiioles. Se prefieren hospitales grandes en capitales de provincia.

© 2017 SERAM. Publicado por Elsevier Espana, S.L.U. Todos los derechos reservados.

Introduction first to last based on their respective scores. A higher total
score equals a lower position in the classification, so candi-
In Spain, in order to be able to practice medicine, the col- ~ date #1 will be the candidate with the highest final grade

lege degree of Bachelor in Medicine and Surgery, Bachelor
in Medical Science or degree in Medicine is needed. Since
1984 and as the only available way to be able to have access
to specialized medical training it is mandatory to pass a
nationwide access exam that the Ministry of Health, Social
Services, and Equality announces every year. This exam is
known as the MIR (Medical Residency Exam).’

Since 2009, the exam consists of 225 multiple choice
test-like questions together with 10 reserve questions.
Theoretically, the maximum number of net questions one
candidate can take is 225, yet noone has ever been able to
take more than 200 net questions. Net questions are those
questions answered correctly in the exam minus one third
of the amount of questions failed.'* The grade obtained
in the exam (90 per cent of the final grade), added to the
assessment of the scale or academic record (10 per cent
of the final grade) is used to classify all candidates from

of all who will have earned the right to be the first one to
choose his/her medical specialty among the different medi-
cal specialties available in the existing accredited academic
institutions across the country.

Diagnostic radiology is one of these medical specialties
since the MIR exam became a reality for choosing medi-
cal specialties back in the 1980s. The official denomination
of this specialty - diagnostic radiology dates back to 1984
and is defined as that medical specialty based on imaging
diagnoses aimed at achieving diagnostic impressions from
macroscopic images of the inside of the body obtained using
minimally or absolutely non invasive procedures that may
include the use of different kinds of ionizing radiations and
other types of power sources. Also, radiologists are respon-
sible for what is known as the ‘‘method as the basis for the
technique’’’ that includes two different moments: choos-
ing the most appropriate procedure (radiological technique)
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