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Highlights 

 

 Astrocytes contribute to establishment of neuronal circuit during development. 

 Astrocytes are involved in various neurological disorders. 

 Cortical astrocytes have critical roles in generation and maintenance of chronic 

pain. 

 

Abstract 

Astrocytes are the most abundant cell type in the brain. Several decades ago, they were 

considered to be only support cells in the central nervous system. Recent studies using 

advanced technologies have clarified that astrocytes play more active roles in regulating 

neuronal function and remodeling synaptic structures by releasing molecules called 
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