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Abstract

In developing countries, the sanitation and hygipravision often receives limited resources comgare
to the water supply. However, water supply beneéitel to diminish if improved sanitation and hygien
are neglected. This paper presents findings oftuatsinal analysis of water supply, sanitation and
hygiene infrastructure and their utilization in dbrprimary schools in north-western Botswana. The
overall objective of the paper is to determine ascand functionality of water supply, sanitatiord an
hygiene infrastructure in three primary schoolse Bpecific objectives are: a) Learners’ perspeative
their water and sanitation facilities and b) geedeutilization of sanitation and hygiene faciliti€ata
were collected through a face-to-face administes@eial survey tool to 286 learners selected through
proportionate stratified random sampling from thpeeposively selected villages in the middle ansldo
Okavango Delta. Findings indicate that standpipesige 96% of potable water supply. However, the
majority (65% of leaners) indicated that they ‘stimes’ experienced water shortage due to
dry/nonfunctioning taps/pumps and leaks/wastageer&ly schools have relatively sufficient sanitatio
facilities consisting of both water borne toiletedaVIP latrines. The major sanitation gap idendifigas
that 80% flush toilets hardly work, while 77% ofP/toilets were in disrepair. Furthermore, poor wate
supply compromised hand washing with 65.7% learrdateiays” washing their hands if school
standpipes had water, while the majority did noslwhands if standpipes were dry. The study condlude
that availability of sanitation infrastructure dasst necessarily translate into utilization in 8tedy area
due to multiple problems, such as lack of persdnajiene supplies (regular toilet paper and hand
washing detergents), privacy issues and recurriatemproblems. The chronicity of inadequate water,
sanitation and hygiene infrastructure in primarfiass is critical and there is urgent need to askire
these challenges in order to create a conduciveifgaenvironment in primary schools in the digtric
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