
�������� ��	
�����

Obituary Willem van Zeist: 12 March 1924–7 October 2016

Henry Hooghiemstra

PII: S0034-6667(17)30232-4
DOI: doi:10.1016/j.revpalbo.2017.10.001
Reference: PALBO 3912

To appear in: Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology

Received date: 9 October 2017
Accepted date: 16 October 2017

Please cite this article as: Hooghiemstra, Henry, Obituary Willem van Zeist:
12 March 1924–7 October 2016, Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology (2017),
doi:10.1016/j.revpalbo.2017.10.001

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.revpalbo.2017.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.revpalbo.2017.10.001


AC
C

EP
TE

D
 M

AN
U

SC
R

IP
T

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT
 

 

Obituary Willem van Zeist: 12 March 1924 – 7 October 2016 

 

 

Henry Hooghiemstra
1
 and H John B Birks

2
 

 

1 Institute for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics, Paleoecology and Landscape-ecology, 

University of Amsterdam, Science Park 904, 1098XH Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Email: 

H.Hooghiemstra@uva.nl 

2 Department of Biology, University of Bergen, PO Box 7803, N-5020 Bergen, Norway and 

Environmental Change Research Centre, University College London, Gower Street, London, 

WC1E 6BT, UK.  

 

Abstract 

 

In this obituary the scientific career of Willem van Zeist is reviewed. 

 

 

On 7 October 2016 Willem (Wim) van Zeist, Professor Emeritus at the University of 

Groningen, passed away at the age of 92 (Fig. 1). He was a pioneer in Quaternary 

palaeobotany, palynology, and archaeobotany, and was one of the leading Dutch scientists of 

his generation in these fields. He was elected a member of the Royal Netherlands Academy of 

Sciences in 1983. He was born on 12 March 1924 in Apeldoorn. During Wim‘s last years his 

physical and mental capacities gradually decreased. 

 

1. Early years and education 

 

Willem van Zeist‘s father was a criminal investigator with the police in Apeldoorn. Wim 

attended high school from 1936. His interest in botany developed at an early age when he 

became a member of the well-known organization Nederlandse Jeugdbond voor Natuur (NJN) 

for studying flora and fauna and practicing nature conservation. Plant sociology became his 

special interest. The last years of World War II caused a delay in his education, as was the 
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