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a  b  s  t  r  a  c  t

The  objective  of  this  paper  was  to contribute  to  the  discussion
regarding  the  socio-political  organization  of  south-western  Iberian
Middle  Neolithic  populations.  To  that  end,  the  preservation  and
distribution  of  human  remains  and  the  dispersion  of  grave  goods
within  two  rooms  of the  Bom  Santo  Cave  (Rooms  A  and  B)  were
investigated  and  combined  with  genetic  and  isotopic  data  previ-
ously  published.  Grave  goods  distribution  and  skeletal  analyses
highlighted  an  important  diversity  in  terms  of  funerary  practices
thus corroborating  data  from  ancient  DNA  and  Sr/O  isotopic  analy-
ses  that  suggested  a great  genetic  and  geographic  diversity.  Grave
goods  presented  an  uneven  spatial  distribution  and  were  made
of  raw  materials  from  different  sources  and  using  different  pot-
tery  manufacturing  styles  albeit  typologically  homogeneous.  The
preservation  and  distribution  of  human  remains  suggested  that
Room  A  was  mainly  used  for secondary  depositions  while  Room
B  was  used  for  both  primary  and  secondary  depositions.  No link
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between  the  two  rooms  was found  since  remains  from  the  same
individuals  were  apparently  exclusive  of  one  room  or another.  The
results  suggest  that this  society  presented  substantial  inner  genetic,
social  and  geographical  heterogeneity.  Most  probably,  this  was  due
to  the  presence  of  distinct  but coeval  groups  in  the  cave  that  shared
a larger-scale  social  identity  (as in “segmentary  societies”)  or,  less
likely, to  the  presence  of one  single,  but internally  heterogeneous
society  (as  in  fully  sedentary  societies)  that  assimilated  foreigners.

© 2016  Elsevier  GmbH.  All rights  reserved.

Introduction

The archaeological site

Bom Santo is a Neolithic burial cave located in the eastern slope of the Montejunto Mountain,
ca. 50 km north of Lisbon, in the Estremadura province of central Portugal (Fig. 1). The province’s
landscape is composed of extensive limestone massifs, in which dozens of caves have been discovered
and excavated since the mid-19th century. However, with the exception of some caves studied at
the onset of archaeological studies in Portugal, such as Furninha (Delgado, 1884), most of the 20th
century was characterized by a remarkable decline regarding the quality of the field record. It was
only in its last quarter that excavations with good stratigraphic controls and detailed recording of
particular contexts were put into practice (e.g., Leitão et al., 1987; Vilaç a and Cunha Ribeiro, 1987;

Fig. 1. Location (top) and excavation plan (bottom) of the Bom Santo Cave.
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