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Introduction 

In 2017, Social Science & Medicine celebrated its golden anniversary, with the section 

editors looking back over its 50-year history and presenting their thoughts on the 

journal’s past and future from the vantage point of their own disciplines (Coast 2018; 

Elliott 2018; Kawachi & Subramanian 2018; Panter-Brick & Eggerman 2018; Johnson & 

Acabchuk 2018; Timmermans & Tietbohl 2018; Yip 2018). Bracketed by an overarching 

editorial reflecting on the journal’s aims and scope and how these have played out in its 

pages (Timmermans 2018), the pieces provide a fascinating lens into the life of a journal 

that has been extremely successful in bringing the social sciences and medicine into 

dialogue – something rightly celebrated in the editorials. 

 

As someone invested in the journal’s intellectual project and who has engaged with its 

content over the years in various capacities (as a reader, author and reviewer), I 

nevertheless felt there were absences – some alluded to but brushed over; others elided 

entirely. In many respects, this is as it should be. Golden anniversaries are typically not 

the place where one airs one’s laundry. But an occasion of this magnitude provides an 

invaluable opportunity to reflect on the possibilities – and conceptual limits – of the 

journal’s unique interdisciplinary project.  
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