
 

Current Problems in Diagnostic RadiologyIIMB Management ReviewJournal of Cardiac Failure

Accepted Manuscript

Diagnostic Challenge

Julia Whittington , Meyer Allyn

PII: S1557-5063(17)30304-X
DOI: 10.1053/j.jepm.2017.12.001
Reference: JEPM 801

To appear in: Biology of Blood and Marrow TransplantationSeminars in Spine
SurgerySeminars in Arthritis & Rheumatism

Received date: 28 November 2017
Accepted date: 1 December 2017

Please cite this article as: Julia Whittington , Meyer Allyn , Diagnostic Challenge , The End-to-end
Journal (2018), doi: 10.1053/j.jepm.2017.12.001

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1053/j.jepm.2017.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1053/j.jepm.2017.12.001


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

Diagnostic Challenge 

 

Julia Whittington University of Illinois, College of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Veterinary 

Clinical Medicine, 1008 W. Hazelwood Dr., 61802, Urbana, IL, USA 

Meyer Allyn University of Illinois, 61801, Urbana, IL, USA  

 

 

HISTORY 
 

A 2-year-old female spayed New Zealand white rabbit weighing 3.66 kg was presented  
 
to a Veterinary Teaching Hospital following a one day duration of anorexia and  
 
abdominal distention. Prior to the patient’s current condition, the rabbit was eating,  
 
drinking, urinating, and defecating normally, however cecotrophs had not been observed  
 
in the rabbit’s hutch for the preceding four days. The morning the animal was presented  
 
to the teaching hospital, the owner reported that the rabbit was lethargic and indifferent  
 
when offered food and treats. The owner also thought she may have heard the rabbit  
 

grinding its teeth. The rabbit had free access to a room maintained at 21◦C and a hutch.  
 
The patient’s diet consisted of mixed fresh greens, alfalfa cubes and pellets. The owner  
 
had obtained the rabbit three weeks prior to its presentation from a local animal shelter.  
 
The animal had been brought in to the animal shelter as a stray and subsequently  
 
had an ovariohysterectomy procedure performed at the shelter one month prior to  
 
adoption. 

 
 

 On intake, the rabbit’s rectal temperature was 39.9ºC, pulse 240 beats/minute,   
 
respiration rate of 70 breath/minute and a body condition score of 3/5. The rabbit was  
 
quiet, but alert and the external physical examination was normal aside from a  
 
moderately distended, tense caudal abdomen and decreased gut sounds. Following the  
 
physical examination the differential diagnoses included gastric and cecal dilation with or  
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