
Accepted Manuscript

Mutual Cyclical Anger in Romantic Relationships: Moderation by Agreeable-
ness and Commitment

Jie Liu, Edward P. Lemay Jr., Angela M. Neal

PII: S0092-6566(18)30085-0
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2018.09.002
Reference: YJRPE 3746

To appear in: Journal of Research in Personality

Received Date: 4 June 2018
Revised Date: 3 September 2018
Accepted Date: 6 September 2018

Please cite this article as: Liu, J., Lemay, E.P. Jr., Neal, A.M., Mutual Cyclical Anger in Romantic Relationships:
Moderation by Agreeableness and Commitment, Journal of Research in Personality (2018), doi: https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.jrp.2018.09.002

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to our customers
we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2018.09.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2018.09.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2018.09.002


  

 

 

Mutual Cyclical Anger in Romantic Relationships: Moderation by Agreeableness and Commitment 

Jie Liu 

University of Copenhagen 

Edward P. Lemay, Jr. 

University of Maryland, College Park 

Angela M. Neal 

University of South Carolina, Lancaster 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

The current study used a dyadic daily diary design to examine the transmission of anger over daily 

interactions within romantic relationships. The results suggested that, when people feel angry in their 

relationships, they are more likely to engage in destructive behaviors toward their partners. In turn, the 

enactment of destructive behaviors tends to be perceived by their partners, which elicits partners’ anger. 

Hence, these findings suggest that anger can promote a negative interpersonal process in which anger 

spreads across partners and reinforces itself. Effects were moderated by agreeableness, but not by 

relationship commitment.  
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