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Abstract:  

The conventional wisdom of electoral politics suggests that parliamentary candidates who run 

for office under candidate-centred mechanisms tend to conduct more intense and personalised 

campaigns than those who run under party-centred ones. But what about the campaigns put in 

place by candidates who simultaneously run under both systems? Using original data from 

the 2016 Welsh Candidate Study, this article shows that dual candidates’ campaign behaviour 

is distinct from that of their constituency and regional list counterparts. Their campaign effort 

tends to be more intense as well as complex than that put in place by candidates who stand in 

one tier only. In addition, the findings show that dual candidates’ campaign messages tend to 

be more personalised than those of regional list candidates, but less personalised than those of 

constituency candidates. These results indicate that the electoral campaigns put in place by 

dual candidates combine elements of campaigning under candidate-centred and party-centred 

electoral systems. 
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