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Introduction  

Mafeisan, an oral herbal general anesthetic, is well known in China, Japan and other 

Asian countries. But it may not be known to western countries. The official and 

authoritative Chinese historical books, <Records of the Three Kingdoms> written by 

Chen Shou (陈寿) in the 3rd century 
1
 and <Book of the Later Han> complied by Fan 

Ye (范晔) in the 5th century 
2
 described a story of Hua Tuo (140 – 208), a Traditional 
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