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 Over the past decade, the identification of sub-phenotypes within 

heterogeneous diseases, such as asthma and cancer, has led to substantial 

progress directly impacting the therapeutic management of these conditions. In 

contrast, although the clinical and biological heterogeneity of the acute respiratory 

distress syndrome (ARDS) has been increasingly recognized, no consensus exists 

on the optimal approach for distinguishing relevant ARDS sub-phenotypes. 
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