
Introduction
The Journal of Endodontics is owned by the
American Association of Endodontists.
Submitted manuscripts must pertain to
endodontics and may be original research
(eg, clinical trails, basic science related to
the biological aspects of endodontics, basic
science related to endodontic techniques,
case reports, or review articles related to the
scientific or applied aspects of endodontics).
Clinical studies using CONSORT methods
(http://www.consort-statement.org/consort-
statement/) or systematic reviews using meta-
analyses are particularly encouraged. Authors
of potential review articles are encouraged to
first contact the Editor during their preliminary
development via e-mail at JEndodontics@
UTHSCSA.edu. Manuscripts submitted for
publication must be submitted solely to JOE.
They must not be submitted for consideration
elsewhere or be published elsewhere.

Disclaimer
The statements, opinions, and advertisements
in the Journal of Endodontics are solely
those of the individual authors, contributors,
editors, or advertisers, as indicated. Those
statements, opinions, and advertisements do
not affect any endorsement by the American
Association of Endodontists or its agents,
authors, contributors, editors, or advertisers,
or the publisher. Unless otherwise specified,
the American Association of Endodontists
and the publisher disclaim any and all respon-
sibility or liability for such material.

Before You Begin
Ethics in Publishing. For information on
Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for
journal publication see http://www.elsevier.
com/publishingethics and http://www.
elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Human and Animal Rights. If the work
involves the use of animal or human subjects,
the author should ensure that the work
described has been carried out in accordance
with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical
Association (Declaration of Helsinki) for
experiments involving humans http://www.
wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/in
dex.html; EU Directive 2010/63/EU for ani-
mal experiments http://ec.europa.eu/environ
ment/chemicals/lab_animals/legislation_en.
htm; Uniform Requirements for manu-
scripts submitted to Biomedical journals
http://www.icmje.org. Authors should in-
clude a statement in the manuscript that
informed consent was obtained for experi-
mentation with human subjects. The privacy
rights of human subjects must always be
observed.

Conflict of Interest. All authors must
disclose any financial and personal relation-
ships with other people or organizations that
could inappropriately influence (bias) their
work. Examples of potential conflicts of
interest include employment, consultancies,
stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testi-
mony, patent applications/registrations, and
grants or other funding. See also http://
www.elsevier.com/conflictsofinterest. Further
information and an example of a Conflict of
Interest form can be found at: http://help.
elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/p/
7923.

Submission Declaration. Submission
of an article implies that the work described
has not been published previously (except
in the form of an abstract or as part of a pub-
lished lecture or academic thesis or as an
electronic preprint, see http://www.elsevier.
com/postingpolicy), that it is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors
and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible
authorities where the work was carried out,
and that, if accepted, it will not be published
elsewhere including electronically in the
same form, in English or in any other
language, without the written consent of the
copyright-holder.

Changes to Authorship. This policy
concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrange-
ment of author names in the authorship of
accepted manuscripts:

Before the acceptedmanuscript is published
in an online issue: Requests to add or remove
an author, or to rearrange the author names,
must be sent to the Journal Manager from
the corresponding author of the accepted
manuscript and must include: (a) the reason
the name should be added or removed, or
the author names rearranged and (b) written
confirmation (e-mail, fax, letter) from all
authors that they agree with the addition,
removal or rearrangement. In the case of addi-
tion or removal of authors, this includes
confirmation from the author being added or
removed. Requests that are not sent by the cor-
responding author will be forwarded by the
Journal Manager to the corresponding author,
who must follow the procedure as described
above. Note that: (1) Journal Managers will
inform the Journal Editors of any such requests
and (2) publication of the accepted manu-
script in an online issue is suspended until
authorship has been agreed.

After the accepted manuscript is published
in an online issue: Any requests to add,
delete, or rearrange author names in an

article published in an online issue will follow
the same policies as noted above and result in
a corrigendum.

Reporting Clinical Trials. Randomized
controlled trials should be presented accord-
ing to the CONSORT guidelines. At manuscript
submission, authors must provide the
CONSORT checklist accompanied by a flow
diagram that illustrates the progress of
patients through the trial, including recruit-
ment, enrollment, randomization, withdrawal
and completion, and a detailed description of
the randomization procedure. The CONSORT
checklist and template flow diagram can be
found on http://www.consort-statement.org.

Copyright. Upon acceptance of an article,
authors will be asked to complete a Journal
Publishing Agreement (for more information
on this and copyright see http://www.
elsevier.com/copyright). Acceptance of the
agreement will ensure the widest possible
dissemination of information. An e-mail will
be sent to the corresponding author confirm-
ing receipt of the manuscript together with
a Journal Publishing Agreement form or
a link to the online version of this agreement.

Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents
or prepare lists of articles including abstracts
for internal circulation within their institu-
tions. Permission of the Publisher is required
for resale or distribution outside the institu-
tion and for all other derivative works,
including compilations and translations
(please consult http://www.elsevier.com/
permissions). If excerpts from other copy-
righted works are included, the author(s)
must obtain written permission from the
copyright owners and credit the source(s)
in the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms
for use by authors in these cases: please
consult http://www.elsevier.com/permissions.
Retained Author Rights As an author you
(or your employer or institution) retain certain
rights; for details you are referred to: http://
www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.

Role of the Funding Source. You are
requested to identify who provided financial
support for the conduct of the research and/
or preparation of the article and to briefly
describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any,
in study design; in the collection, analysis
and interpretation of data; in the writing of
the report; and in the decision to submit the
article for publication. If the funding sour-
ce(s) had no such involvement then this
should be stated.

Funding Body Agreements and Poli-
cies. Elsevier has established agreements
and developed policies to allow authors
whose articles appear in journals published
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by Elsevier, to comply with potential manu-
script archiving requirements as specified
as conditions of their grant awards. To
learn more about existing agreements and
policies please visit http://www.elsevier.com/
fundingbodies.

Language (Usage and Editing
Services). Please write your text in good
English (American or British usage is
accepted, but not a mixture of these). Authors
who feel their English language manuscript
may require editing to eliminate possible
grammatical or spelling errors and to
conform to correct scientific English may
wish to use the English Language Editing
service available from Elsevier’s WebShop
http://webshop.elsevier.com/languageediting/
or visit our customer support site http://
support.elsevier.com for more information.

Submission
Submission to this journal proceeds totally
online and you will be guided stepwise
through the creation and uploading of your
files. The system automatically converts
source files to a single PDF file of the article,
which is used in the peer-review process.
Please note that even though manuscript
source files are converted to PDF files at
submission for the review process, these
source files are needed for further processing
after acceptance. All correspondence,
including notification of the Editor’s decision
and requests for revision, takes place by
e-mail removing the need for a paper trail.
Submit Your Article Please submit your
article via http://ees.elsevier.com/joe/.

Preparation
General Points on Composition.
Authors are strongly encouraged to analyze
their final draft with both software (eg, spelling
and grammar programs) and colleagues who
have expertise in English grammar. References
listed at the end of this section provide a more
extensive review of rules of English grammar
and guidelines for writing a scientific article.
Always remember that clarity is the most
important feature of scientificwriting. Scientific
articles must be clear and precise in their
content and concise in their delivery because
their purpose is to inform the reader. The
Editor reserves the right to edit all manuscripts
or to reject those manuscripts that lack clarity
or precision or that have unacceptable
grammar or syntax. The following list repre-
sents common errors in manuscripts
submitted to the Journal of Endodontics:

a. The paragraph is the ideal unit of organiza-
tion. Paragraphs typically start with an intro-

ductory sentence that is followed by
sentences that describe additional detail or
examples. The last sentence of the paragraph
provides conclusions and forms a transition
to the next paragraph. Common problems
include one-sentence paragraphs, sentences
that do not develop the theme of the para-
graph (see also section ‘‘c,’’ below), or sen-
tences with little to no transition within
a paragraph.

b. Keep to the point. The subject of the sen-
tence should support the subject of the para-
graph For example, the introduction of
authors’ names in a sentence changes the
subject and lengthens the text. In a paragraph
on sodium hypochlorite, the sentence, ‘‘In
1983, Langeland et al, reported that sodium
hypochlorite acts as a lubricating factor
during instrumentation and helps to flush
debris from the root canals’’ can be edited
to: ‘‘Sodium hypochlorite acts as a lubricant
during instrumentation and as a vehicle for
flushing the generated debris (Langeland et
al, 1983).’’ In this example, the paragraph’s
subject is sodium hypochlorite and sentences
should focus on this subject.

c. Sentences are stronger when written in the
active voice, that is, the subject performs the
action. Passive sentences are identified by
the use of passive verbs such as ‘‘was,’’
‘‘were,’’ ‘‘could,’’ etc. For example: ‘‘Dexa-
methasone was found in this study to be
a factor that was associated with reduced
inflammation,’’ can be edited to: ‘‘Our results
demonstrated that dexamethasone reduced
inflammation.’’ Sentences written in a direct
and active voice are generally more powerful
and shorter than sentences written in the
passive voice.

d. Reduce verbiage. Short sentences are easier
to understand. The inclusion of unnecessary
words is often associated with the use of
a passive voice, a lack of focus, or run-on sen-
tences. This is not to imply that all sentences
need be short or even the same length.
Indeed, variation in sentence structure and
length often helps to maintain reader interest.
However, make all words count. A more
formal way of stating this point is that the
use of subordinate clauses adds variety and
information when constructing a paragraph.
(This section was written deliberately with
sentences of varying length to illustrate this
point.)

e. Use parallel construction to express related
ideas. For example, the sentence, ‘‘Formerly,
endodontics was taught by hand instrumenta-
tion, while now rotary instrumentation is

the common method,’’ can be edited to
‘‘Formerly, endodontics was taught using
hand instrumentation; now it is commonly
taught using rotary instrumentation.’’ The
use of parallel construction in sentences
simply means that similar ideas are expressed
in similar ways, and this helps the reader
recognize that the ideas are related.

f. Keep modifying phrases close to the word
that they modify. This is a common problem
in complex sentences that may confuse the
reader. For example, the statement, ‘‘Accord-
ingly, when conclusions are drawn from the
results of this study, caution must be used,’’
can be edited to ‘‘Caution must be used
when conclusions are drawn from the results
of this study.’’

g. To summarize these points, effective senten-
ces are clear and precise, and often are short,
simple and focused on one key point that
supports the paragraph’s theme.

h. Authors should be aware that the JOE uses
iThenticate, plagiarism detection software, to
ensure originality and integrity of material
published in the journal. The use of copied
sentences, even when present within quota-
tion marks, is highly discouraged. Instead,
the information of the original research
should be expressed by the new manuscript
author’s own words, and a proper citation
given at the end of the sentence. Plagiarism
will not be tolerated and manuscripts will be
rejected or papers withdrawn after publica-
tion based on unethical actions by the authors.
In addition, authors may be sanctioned for
future publication.

Use of Wordprocessing Software. It
is important that the file be saved in the native
format of the wordprocessor used. The text
should be in single-column format. Keep the
layout of the text as simple as possible. Most
formatting codes will be removed and re-
placed on processing the article. In particular,
do not use the wordprocessor’s options to
justify text or to hyphenate words. However,
do use bold face, italics, subscripts, super-
scripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are
using a table grid, use only one grid for
each individual table and not a grid for each
row. If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces,
to align columns. The electronic text should
be prepared in a way very similar to that of
conventional manuscripts (see also the Guide
to Publishing with Elsevier: http://www.
elsevier.com/guidepublication). Note that
source files of figures, tables and text graphics
will be required whether or not you embed
your figures in the text. See also the section
on Electronic artwork.
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