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Highlights: 

 Children of mothers with postnatal depressive symptoms or depression had 

an increased risk of death in the first year of life. 

  Children of mothers with prenatal and postnatal depressive symptoms or 

depression had a higher risk of hospitalization than those whose mothers did 

not have the disorder during prenatal and/or postnatal periods. 

 As a limitation, different instrument and cut points were used to evaluate 

maternal depressive symptoms or depression.  

 Other limitation one study do not clearly explain the dichotomization process 

of exposure since the authors used the ICD-9-CM codes. 
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