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Abstract

Diseases of the kidney often have their names shortened, creating an arcane set of acronyms
which can be confusing to both radiologists and clinicians. This review of renal pathology aims
to explain some of the most commonly used acronyms within the field. For each entity, a
summary of the clinical features, pathophysiology, and radiological findings is included to aid in
the understanding and differentiation of these entities. Discussed topics include acute cortical
necrosis, autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease, angiomyolipoma, autosomal recessive
polycystic kidney disease, acute tubular necrosis, localized cystic renal disease, multicystic
dysplastic kidney, multilocular cystic nephroma, multilocular cystic renal cell carcinoma,
medullary sponge kidney, paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria, renal papillary necrosis,
transitional cell carcinoma, and xanthogranulomatous pyelonephritis.
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