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Abstract 17 

The structure and functioning of coastal ecosystems are shifting worldwide as a result of 18 

natural changes and, even more important, consequences of intense human intervention, of 19 

which habitat destruction, overexploitation of resources and environmental pollution are 20 

among the most serious. In this context, the 56th Conference of the Estuarine Coastal 21 

Sciences Association was held in Bremen, Germany, in September 2016 under the umbrella 22 

topic ´Coastal Systems in Transition: From a natural to an anthropogenically-modified state´. 23 

The objective of this Special Issue is to demonstrate and synthesize the effects of both, 24 
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