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We describe the theoretical background of fracture phenomena in
marine structural steels and provide a failure strain criterion for
EH36, one of the most popular polar class steels, based on experi-
mental and numerical investigations. Various fracture criteria are
theoretically investigated including shear failure criteria such as
constant/variable failure strain and forming limit diagram failure
strain, porosity failure criterion, and damage failure criterion. Based
on our theoretical evaluation, we suggest that stress triaxiality is
a key index that can be used to determine fracture phenomena for
ductile metals. A new criterion to predict ductile fracture is proposed
based on tensile tests of notched specimens and numerical simula-
tions for EH36 high strength marine structural steel. We prove that
stress triaxiality is one of the important factors governing material
failure. Instead of using local stress triaxiality, this paper introduces
critical strain energy concept and corresponding average failure
stress triaxiality. It is proved that EH36 high strength steel well obeys
a failure strain curve with 100% critical energy in a limited average
failure stress triaxiality zone from 0.5 to 1.0.

© 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The accidental limit state (ALS) in marine structures is usually classified as ship-to-ship or ship-to-
platform collision, ship grounding, falling or swinging impact of handling objects, and explosion/fire of
aleak gas cloud. However, it is difficult in practice to design marine structures, such as large vessels and

* Corresponding author. Tel.: +82 32 860 7346, +82 10 8604 7346 (mobile).
E-mail address: jmchoung@inha.ac.kr (J. Choung).

0951-8339/$ - see front matter © 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.marstruc.2012.08.001


mailto:jmchoung@inha.ac.kr
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09518339
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/marstruc
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/marstruc
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.marstruc.2012.08.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.marstruc.2012.08.001

J. Choung et al. / Marine Structures 29 (2012) 1-21

Nomenclature

a Radius of curvature at necked or notched section.
A Material constant for rate of void nucleation.
Agq Damaged area.

Ao Initial (undamaged) area.

D Damage.

D Rate of damage evolution.

D Critical damage (damage to fracture).

dy, d3, d3 Material constants of Johnson-Cook failure strain criterion.
e Engineering strain.

Eq Damaged elastic modulus.

Ef Critical energy (energy to fracture).

Eo Initial (undamaged) elastic modulus.

f Porosity.

f Effective porosity.

fe Critical porosity.

Ir Failure porosity.

fq Rate of void growth.

fa Porosity.

fn Rate of void nucleation.

fn Stress triaxiality function for CDM.

b Second invariant of deviatoric stress tensor.
K Strength coefficient.

my, My, m3 Material constants of GTN yield potential.

€peq
Ep,un

Plastic hardening exponent.

Hydrostatic stress.

Von Mises equivalent stress.

Adjusted coefficient of multiple determination.
Strain ratio of £1 to e-.

Engineering stress.

Deviatoric stress tensor.

Standard deviation of void nucleation strain distribution.
Engineering tensile stress.

Material constant for CDM.

Necking or notch radius of curvature.

Time to fracture.

Material constant for CDM.

Element edge length.

Kronecker delta.

Failure strain.

Cauchy strain tensor.

Deviatoric strain tensor.

Volumetric strain or hydrostatic strain.
Mean of void nucleation strain distribution.
Plastic strain.

Von Mises equivalent plastic strain.
Uniform true plastic strain.
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