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Abstract

Objective:: Various experiences with violence during childhood and adolescence (parental violence, exposure to
marital violence, sexual abuse within and outside the family, sexual harassment at school, community violence,
involvement with violent or victimized peers, and previous dating violence) are examined as potential risk factors
for psychological, physical, and sexual revictimization in adolescent girls’ dating relationships.

Method:: A group of 917 teenage girls (mean age =16.3) were recruited in 5 high schools located in low to
middle socioeconomic areas. Participants were in the 10th and 11th grades, and each completed a self-administerec
guestionnaire. Analyses were performed on the 622 participants who reported having at least one dating partner in
the last 12 months.

Results:: Prevalence rates for past victimization experiences varied from 13% to 43%. Regarding last-year dating
victimization, prevalence rates varied from 25% to 37%, depending on the type of violence sustained. Results
suggest that extrafamilial experiences with violence are stronger risk factors for recent dating victimization than
intrafamilial experiences, especially being sexually harassed by male peers at school and being involved with violent
or victimized peers during the year preceding the survey. However, it is important to differentiate between girls who
are repeatedly victims of violence in a single, long-term relationship (repeat dating victimization), and girls who
are revictimized by different partners (dating revictimization), the former sustaining more frequent physical and
psychological violence than the latter.

* This study is part of a larger research project funded by the Quebec Council for Social Research (CQRS, RS-3131). It has also
been supported by the first author’s postdoctoral fellowship (CQRS, BS-974), by the Research Unit on Children’s Psychosocial
Maladjustment, and by the VRIRIJ team.
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Conclusions:: Findings underline the importance of early prevention of adolescent dating violence. Prevention
programs should especially address extrafamilial experiences with violence as importantrisk factors for victimization
in dating relationships, and teach girls strategies to break up abusive relationships.
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Introduction

With data from multiple sourceBjnkelhor and Dziuba-Leatherman (19@Barly illustrate that young
people are prone to many forms of victimization. Violence against children and adolescents is perpetrated
by adults or peers, takes place in a variety of contexts, and can be psychological, physical, or sexual in
nature. Moreover, youths are exposed to various levels of violence in their family and environment. This
study examines the links between different forms of victimization/exposure to violence occurring through
the development of adolescent girls. It aims to show how such experiences occurring from childhood to
adolescence may lead to adolescent gidg/ctimization that is “maltreatment on more than one occasion
by different perpetrators'Hamilton & Browne, 1998p. 53) in later dating relationships.

In a representative sample of 13 and 16 years old from Qué&be&oje and \ézina (2002yeport that
the 1-year prevalence of girls’ dating victimization ranged from 6% to 33%. Rates varied according to
the age of participants and the form of violence sustained (psychological, physical, or sexual), and were
calculated only among participants reporting at least one dating partner during the 12 months preceding
the survey. With a large, nonrepresentative sample of American adoleseestee (1996j)evealed
that more than one third of the girls had sustained physical and/or sexual violence since they started
dating. Numerous American and Canadian studies using convenience samples drawn from the genere
population support the finding that dating victimization is highly prevalent among adolescents girls and
can occur during the very first dating experiendgsr(nett & Fineran, 1998ernet, Otis, & Pilote, 1998
Gagre & Lavoie, 1995Gagre, Lavoie, & Hebert, 1994Jezl, Molidor, & Wright, 1996Malik, Sorenson,

& Aneshensel, 1997Patton & Mannison, 1995 ¢lletier, Tourigny, 3ment, & Lavoie, 1998Poitras

& Lavoie, 1995. Moreover, dating victimization has been linked to multiple potential consequences on
victims’ health and adaptation (skavoie, 2000Qfor a literature review), including dating revictimization.
Indeed, a first dating victimization experience can act as a risk factor for subsequent similar experiences.
with an increased probability of the victim being caught in a destructive life trajec@idy¢z, Coble,
Latham, & Layman, 1993Gidycz, Hanson, & Layman, 199%limelein, 1995 Humphrey & White,

200Q Smith, White, & Holland, 2008

Previous research has also shown that several forms of childhood victimization/exposure to violence
appear to be important risk factors for subsequent victimizakefdfman, 1997; Grauerholz, 2000; Heise,
1998. Risk factors for adolescent girls dating victimization include parental physical abuse and exposure
to violence between parentslélik et al., 1997; O’'Keefe, 199&appington, Pharr, Tunstall, & Rickert,
1997, child sexual abus&ollins, 1998 Messman-Moore & Long, 2003and sexual harassment by male
peers Larkin & Popaleni, 1994Reilly, Lott, Caldwell, & Deluca, 1992Roscoe, Strouse, & Goodwin,

1994). For those girls, dating victimization is a form efvictimization, according to our definition.
Exposure to community violencd/@lik et al., 1997 and involvement with violent or victimized peers
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