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a b s t r a c t

In the Paris Basin, the Gravettian techno-complex is documented by a limited number of sites, and
radiocarbon dates are available for only three locations: Arcy-sur-Cure (Grande Grotte and Grotte du
Renne, Yonne), La Pente-des-Brosses (Montigny-sur-Loing, Seine-et-Marne) and Chamvres (Yonne). This
period of human prehistory is poorly known in the region. The recently discovered open-air site of Les
Bossats at Ormesson (Seine-et-Marne) includes an early Gravettian occupation with well-preserved
faunal remains; this allows for radiocarbon dating and provides information on the ecological context
that was previously inaccessible. Located on the southern limit of the maximum extension of loess
deposits, Ormesson also provides a well-developed Pleistocene sedimentary sequence. The peculiar
geomorphological context of the Gravettian occupation opens new avenues of investigation regarding
taphonomy and the possible anthropogenic intra-site spatial organisation.

Here we present the primary results of excavations that began in 2009. The strategic location of the
site, the richness of the lithic industry, the presence of two well-preserved hearths and associated
maintenance features (near which were found both perforated and non-perforated shells), as well as the
few elements of bone technology, all suggest that the site was occupied for a relatively long period of
time.

Flint nodules are primarily obtained from local sources and were used to produce blades and bladelets.
The tool kit is, however, dominated by blades likely used in butchering activities, as well as armature and
burin production. The occupants of Ormesson seem to have killed and butchered bison near site and
imported the most nutritious parts. Portions of reindeer and horse were also imported. The Gravettian
occupation at Ormesson thus appears to have been a medium to short-term multi purpose campsite,
likely occupied for the time it took to process imported bison carcasses.

© 2014 Elsevier Ltd and INQUA. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The Gravettian occupation of Les Bossats at Ormesson is an
open-air site located in the Paris Basin, a region known for its rich
record of late Palaeolithic sites, such as the famous Upper Magda-
lenian campsite of Pincevent (La Grande Paroisse, Seine-et-Marne),
located about thirty kilometres away (Fig. 1). While the later Upper
Palaeolithic has been studied intensively in the region for at least
fifty years (Debout et al., 2012), the early Upper Palaeolithic is, to
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date, relatively poorly documented. This is largely due to the small
number of preserved and excavated sites for this period. Following
the example of Schmider (1971, 1986, 1996), a collaborative project
was initiated in order to better characterize this period in the Paris
Basin (Bodu et al., 2001). The resulting reanalysis of known Paris
Basin collections dated to the Early Upper Palaeolithic led to the
conclusion that a significant reinvestment into survey for datable
sites in the region is of utmost importance.

To date, only three Gravettian localities from the Paris Basin
have contained preserved organic remains (mainly bones and
charcoal) allowing radiocarbon dating (Fig. 1 and Table 1):

- The caves at Arcy-sur-Cure: la Grotte du Renne (couches VeVI),
la Grotte du Trilobite (old excavations with some stratigraphic
uncertainty (Roblin-Jouve, 2002; Klaric, 2003; Goutas, 2013),
and La Grande Grotte (chrono-stratigraphically sound data set),

Fig. 1. Localisation of the site of Les Bossats at Ormesson (Seine-et-Marne) and the main prehistoric sites mentioned in the text.
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