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Abstract 

The modulating role of age on the relationship between physical attractiveness and 

cooperativeness in a prisoner’s dilemma game (PDG) was investigated. Previous studies have 

shown that physical attractiveness is negatively related to cooperative choices among young men 

but not young women. Following the argument that the negative relationship between physical 

attractiveness and cooperation is a product of short-term mating strategies among attractive men, 

we predicted that this relationship is unique to young men and absent among women and older 

men. We tested this hypothesis with 175 participants (aged 22–69 years). The results showed that 
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