
The spin-filter capability and giant magnetoresistance effect
in vanadium–naphthalene sandwich cluster

Zhi Yang a,b,⇑, Baolong Zhang a,b, Xuguang Liu c,d,*, Yongzhen Yang c, Xiuyan Li a,b, Shijie Xiong e,
Bingshe Xu c

a Key Laboratory of Advanced Transducers and Intelligent Control System, Ministry of Education, Taiyuan University of Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China
b College of Physics and Optoelectronics, Taiyuan University of Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China
c Key Laboratory of Interface Science and Engineering in Advanced Materials, Ministry of Education, Taiyuan University of Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China
d College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Taiyuan University of Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China
e National Laboratory of Solid State Microstructures and Department of Physics, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China

a r t i c l e i n f o

Article history:
Received 3 June 2013
Received in revised form 5 August 2013
Accepted 15 August 2013
Available online 30 August 2013

Keywords:
Sandwich cluster
Spin-filter capability
Giant magnetoresistance
Negative differential resistance

a b s t r a c t

Using density functional theory and non-equilibrium Green’s function technique, we per-
formed theoretical investigations on the magnetic and transport properties of V2n(C10H8)-
n+1 (n = 1–4) sandwich clusters. For the ground states, our results show that all the clusters
are stable and possess ferromagnetic orders. The smaller clusters have higher stabilities,
and our predictions are in agreement with the experimental observation. The double
exchange mechanism plays an important role in determining the magnetic properties of
the systems. Furthermore, with Ni as electrodes, the clusters exhibit interesting transport
properties such as significant spin-filter capability, negative differential resistance feature
and giant magnetoresistance effect. These findings suggest that V2n(C10H8)n+1 sandwiches
are excellent candidates for application in spintronics and organic electronics.

� 2013 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Since the discovery of ferrocene Fe (C5H5)2 in 1951 [1],
organic sandwich molecules and clusters have constituted
one of the most important subjects in organic chemistry
because of their current and potential applications in dif-
ferent areas, such as catalysis, materials science and elec-
tronics [2]. With the development of experimental
techniques, in recent years many multidecker sandwiches
comprised of suitable transition metal (TM) atoms and dif-
ferent monocyclic ligands, including TMm(C5H5)n and

TMm(C6H6)n (m and n are integers), have been synthesized
[3–14]. In parallel with the experiments, the magnetic and
transport properties of the finite sandwich clusters and
one-dimensional (1D) infinite sandwich nanowires have
been investigated theoretically [15–20]. The experimental
and theoretical studies revealed that the organic sand-
wiches have intriguing properties such as spin-filter capa-
bility and half-metal behavior, which is a key advantage for
their application in spintronics and organic electronics.

It would be interesting to note that the polycyclic
organic ligands with more than one carbon ring can also
make similar multidecker sandwiches, and they can hold
more TM atoms in the sandwich region. Several efforts
have been dedicated to this field experimentally and
theoretically [21–30]. For example, different-sized
vanadium–naphthalene clusters Vm(C10H8)n and vana-
dium–anthracene clusters Vm(C14H10)n have been synthe-
sized by reacting vanadium vapor with naphthalene and
anthracene in gas phase [21]. In addition, cobalt–pentalene
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clusters Co2(C8H6)2 and iron-pentalene clusters Fe2(C8H6)2

were prepared and the magnetic properties were discussed
[22,23]. Zhang and his coworkers recently explored 1D
infinite sandwich nanowire [V2(C10H8)]1 by using density
functional theory (DFT) [24]. They found that the ground
state of the nanowire is antiferromagnetic and,
more importantly, the magnetic order of the system can
be adjusted by changing its charge state. The ground
state of [V2(C14H10)]1 was predicted to be a typical
ferromagnetic half-metal in another study [28].
Furthermore, Peierls phase transition was found in [Mn2(-
C8H6)]1 nanowire [29]. In a word, the sandwich systems
with polycyclic organic ligands could exhibit more novel
physical and chemical properties since they contain more
TM atoms.

In present paper, we perform a theoretical investigation
on small V2n(C10H8)n+1(n = 1–4) sandwich clusters. The rea-
sons for exploring such systems were based on the follow-
ing two considerations: On one hand, in the mass
spectrum, the peaks of V2n(C10H8)n+1 are quite pronounced
[21]. However, there is little information about the organic
sandwiches so far. Although the structures and magnetic
properties of 1D infinite [V2(C10H8)]1 nanowire were re-
ported [24], according to previous study [30], the finite
clusters may be very different from the infinite nanowire
owing to the quantum confinement effect and quantum
size effect.

On the other hand, as mentioned before, interesting
properties such as spin-filter capability and half-metal
behavior were found in monocyclic ligand sandwiches.
Therefore, the transport properties of V2n(C10H8)n+1 de-
serve our attention because the sandwiches contain more
V atoms and have more complicated interactions. To the
best of our knowledge, however, the transport properties
of such systems are still open questions, a detailed investi-
gation should be necessary and exciting.

2. Computational methods

Geometry optimization and electronic structure calcu-
lation of sandwich were performed by using DFT method
as implemented in DMOL3 code [31]. The spin-polarized
generalized gradient approximation (GGA) with Perdew-
Burke-Ernzerhof (PBE) functional [32] and double numeri-
cal basis set with polarization functions (DNP) were
employed. The combination of PBE/DNP has been success-
fully applied to investigate sandwich systems in our recent
study [33]. For a given sandwich, all the possible magnetic
orders were examined during the optimization. Take
V4(C10H8)3 as example, the initial structure and possible
magnetic orders, including non-magnetic (NM), ferromag-
netic (FM) and antiferromagnetic (AFM) orders, are given
in Fig. 1a and b. The Jahn–Teller distortion was considered
for the cluster with high symmetry and the vibrational fre-
quencies were analyzed to ensure that the optimized
structures are stable.

The transport properties of sandwiches were calculated
by using ATK code [34]. The functional was set to be the
same as that used in the electronic structure calculations.
Optimized basis set of the double-f quality including polar-

ization functions (DZP) was adopted with the real-space
mesh cutoff 300 Ry. To carry out the transport calculations,
the non-equilibrium Green’s function (NEGF) technique
was employed and the two-probe molecular junction used
here is shown in Fig. 1c. Although similar two-probe model
was described in our previous study [33], a brief introduc-
tion should be necessary. In present study, current–voltage
relationship, spin filter efficiency (SFE) and giant magneto-
resistance (GMR) effect at different bias voltages were
investigated. The SFE value at zero bias voltage is calcu-
lated from the transmission by its definition

SFE ¼ T"ðEFÞ � T#ðEFÞ
T"ðEFÞ þ T#ðEFÞ

� 100% ð1Þ

where T"(EF) and T;(EF) are the transmission spectrum at
Fermi energy EF of spin-up (") and spin-down (;) channels
under zero bias voltage, respectively. Because nanodevices
always work at various electrical biases, the spin-polarized
current Ir (r = " or ;) at finite bias voltage can be calculated
by using the Landauer-Büttker formula [35]

Ir ¼
e
h

Z
TrðE;VbÞ½fLðE;VbÞ � fRðE;VbÞ�dE ð2Þ

where Tr(E, Vb) represents the spin-polarized transmission
spectrum calculated at bias voltage Vb, while fL(R)(E, Vb) is
the Fermi–Dirac distribution function for the left (right)
electrode. The total current can be then obtained from
I = I" + I;. Different from Eq. (1), the SFE at the finite bias
voltage is defined as

SFE ¼ I" � I#
I" þ I#

¼ I" � I#
I
� 100% ð3Þ

It is well known that the choice of metal electrodes is an
important issue for designing nanodevices [36]. Such issue
is very complicated because different metal electrodes will
give rise to specific characteristics of the nanodevices, e.g.,
the bonding nature between the metal electrode and the
cluster could determine the so-called contact conductance,
while the contact conductance will further severely influ-
ence the transport properties of the system. In order to
choose suitable electrodes, we considered different mag-
netic metals, i.e. Fe, Co and Ni, as electrodes to construct
three kinds of molecular junctions. The calculated SFE val-
ues of the three systems under zero bias are listed in Ta-
ble 1. One can see that the Ni electrodes could well
match with the outermost C10H8 ligands of V4(C10H8)3

and lead to largest SFE value. Therefore, Ni electrodes were
adopted here.

For different mutual alignments of the magnetization of
Ni electrodes, the electrical conductance was investigated
and the GMR was then calculated by the definition

GMR ¼ GP � GAP

GAP
� 100% ð4Þ

where GP and GAP are the conductance of the molecular
junction with the mutual magnetization orientation of
the Ni electrodes parallel (P) alignment or antiparallel
(AP) alignment to each other, respectively (see Fig. 1d). A
similar treatment was used to investigate the magnetore-
sistance in graphene naondevices recently [37]. From
Table 1, it is obvious that the molecular junction based
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