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ABSTRACT

e artic e aim  to de cribe in detai  t e e ence o  t e ecurit  and ro perit  artner ip 

, interpretin  it a  an initiati e to o ercome di unctiona itie  and ortcomin  o  pre-

iou  internationa  arran ement  amon  t e nited tate , anada, and e ico  e SPP ai ed 

to de i er t e re u t  t at it  initiator  ad in mind  it  output  ere imited in cope mea ured 

in term  o  t e i ue  tac ed, joint po icie , and re iona  re ime  t brou t ome po ic  inte-

ration into ort  America be ond economic i ue , but did not tran orm it e  into a re iona  

o ernance mec ani m t at ou d brin  about e -re u ation norm  and tructure

Key words: ort  American inte ration, re iona  o ernance, ecurit  and ro perit  art-

ner ip

RESUMEN

te art cu o pretende de cribir deta adamente a e encia de a A ian a para a e uridad  a 

ro peridad en Am rica de  orte ASPAN), a la cual interpreta como una iniciativa para encu-

brir la  di uncionalidade   de ciencia  de lo  acuerdo  previo  entre tado  nido , ana-

d   ico  a ASPAN no pudo dar lo  re ultado  ue u  iniciadore  ten an en mente  en realidad 

to  ueron limitado  i e miden en t rmino  de tema  abordado , pol tica  conjunta   crea-

ci n de re mene  re ionale   trajo con i o cierto rado de inte raci n de pol tica  pública  

en Norteamérica más allá de los asuntos económicos, pero no llegó a ser un mecanismo de go-

bernan a regional ue inclu era normas  estructuras de autorregulación
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INTRODUCTION

n 200 , t e ecurit  and rosperit  artners ip SPP) emerged in t e Nort  Ameri-
can institutional landscape as a et anot er device to organi e and acilitate trilateral 
and bilateral relations it  respect to t e countries  economic and securit  interests  

e creation o  t e  spar ed man  e pectations and ears about t e direction o  
regional integration because it seemed t at t e ederal administrations ere ta ing 
t e initiative and ad decided to pla  a more prominent role in governing t e social 
and economic integration set in motion ears ago  o ever, t e SPP s organi ation 
and results proved rong or bot  its opposition and supporters, e posing t e vari-
ous ea nesses o  Nort  American regionalism: 1) dominant po er structures at 
t e regional, national, and bureaucratic level) t at oster bilateralism rat er t an tri-
lateralism  2) a ea  strategic vision or common ideolog  or success ull  compet-
ing it  neoliberalism as t e basis or regional integration or it  national socialist-
based protectionism  and, 3) t e lac  o  institutions to act as advocates o  regional 
interests  Nevert eless, t e results s o ed t at not ever t ing is gloom and doom, 
and, as in li e, some aspects o  regional politics do oster urt er polic  integration 

it out t e political integration o  t e t ree states
e ecurit  and rosperit  artners ip o  Nort  America emerged in 200  

during t e aco summit  ree Nort  American leaders launc ed t e initiative, 
calling on t eir respective ederal bureaucracies to see  greater and more intensive 
cooperation   n t e beginning, it as eavil  publici ed and promoted in all t ree 
countries  n contrast, its tacit decline and nal demise in 2009 passed un eralded, 
suggesting t e deca  o  t e SPP as a response to interdependence pressures and to 
relation-management s ortcomings  

A lot as alread  been ritten about t e causes and circumstances o  t e SPP s 
establis ment and closure  t gre  out o  t e structural c anges in t e global econo-
m  and securit  actors, including ina s entr  into t e orld rade rgani ation 
(WTO) and subse uent gro t , especiall  in t e  mar et ina replaced e i-
co as a secondar   trading partner , and t e eptember 11 attac s on t e orld 

rade enter and t e entagon  n addition, t e SPP as in uenced b  c anges in 
 geopolitical strateg  and domestic omeland securit  polic  ( e cegui ardo-

ui, 2012: 124-129  en te  anaut and Rodr gue  lloa, 200 : 8-9  elá ue  
lores and c iavon, 2008)   ere ore, rom t is perspective, t e SPP can be seen as 

a result o  t e e orts o  e ican, anadian, and  business-oriented actors (trade 
and econom  departments and rms operating transnationall ) to increase region-
al economic liberali ation and competitiveness and ma e t em a priorit  or t e t ree 
countries  At t e same time, it can be perceived as an e ort to deal it  securit -related 
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