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ABSTRACT

This article assesses U.S. security policy on U.S.-Mexico land ports of entry, before and after
9/11. It tracks U.S. security policy’s impact over time by using multiple interrupted time-series
(m1T) and yearly time-series of border activity measures from 1994 to 2009. The results demons-
trate that, other things being equal, post-9/11 U.S. security policy changes had marginal effects;
in other words, policy responses make no difference when their performance is compared on,
before, and after 9/11; thus, U.S.-Mexico economic integration may be a stronger determinant
of security at U.S.-Mexico land ports of entry.
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RESUMEN

Este articulo evalda la politica de seguridad estadunidense en los puertos de entrada terrestres
Estados Unidos-México antes y después del 11 de septiembre. Revisa la politica de seguridad
de Estados Unidos y su impacto a través del tiempo empleando el andlisis de series temporales
muiltiples interrumpidas y series temporales anuales de la actividad fronteriza para el periodo de
1994 a 2009. Los resultados demuestran que mientras otros asuntos siguen igual, los cambios
en la politica de seguridad de Estados Unidos después de 11s han tenido efectos marginales. En
otras palabras, las medidas adoptadas en materia de politicas publicas no han significado dife-
rencias si se compara su desempefio antes y después de esa fecha; en consecuencia, la integra-
cién econémica entre los dos pafses podria ser un determinante de mayor importancia para la se-
guridad en los puertos de entrada terrestres Estados Unidos-México.

Palabras clave: Politica de seguridad de Estados Unidos, andlisis de politicas de intervencién,

evaluacién del impacto del 11 de septiembre, integracion econémica.
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INTRODUCTION

To a large extent, territorial proximity between Mexico and the United States has deter-
mined the flow of goods, services, and people through ports of entry along the U.S.-Mex-
ico land border (Ramirez, 2009). As a consequence, border security has been a chal-
lenge for the U.S. government’s strategic security policy to secure the U.S. homeland
after 9/11. Also, the outcomes of the 2008 presidential election made clear that the
U.S.-Mexico land border is a political and policy concern in both security and economic
terms, because of the increasing flows of people and trade through U.S.-Mexico land
ports of entry. So, this article examines U.S. homeland security policy changes along
the U.S.-Mexico land border before and after 9/11. Specifically, it investigates how
and to what extent 9/11 impacted the dynamics of U.S.-Mexico land ports of entry.

So, section one overviews U.S.-Mexico economic integration in the context of
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NaFTA) and highlights the implications
of that process for border security. The section therefore later examines the imple-
mentation of U.S. security policy programs (One Face at the Border and us-visit) to
enhance security at U.S. ports of entry as mandated by post-9/11 legislation. The
section places special emphasis on the organizational changes that principally affect-
ed the structure of U.S. security and immigration agencies in charge of protecting
the U.S.-Mexican land border such as the Immigration and Naturalization Service
(ins). This will help to establish comparative patterns that actually explain security
policy performance at U.S. ports of entry located on the U.S.-Mexican land border.
Section two carries out a “before and after 9/11 policy assessment,” by making a
comparative analysis of the impacts of 9/11 on the U.S. security and border protec-
tion policy on the U.S.-Mexico land border. In this section, extended time-series
(1994-2009) of the variables and indicators used as proxy measures of border activity
are analyzed to isolate out 9/11 as an intervention; the assessment of its effects are
the main thrust of section two.

U.S. Security AND BorpER ProTECTION PoLicy AFTER 9/11:
A Pouicy AssesSMENT oF THE MExicAN FRONT

An Overview of the Trade Side: naFTa and Economic Integration
In North America

“Economics does not usefully exist apart from politics” (John Kenneth Galbraith,
quoted by Barry Clark, 1998: 3), and “There is no such thing as a purely economic
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