
AIMS AND SCOPE

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION
Authors are encouraged to review the Aims and Scope to determine 
whether their contribution is suitable for publication in Alcohol. 
All submitted material will be subject to peer review. The 
requirements set forth in the Instructions to Authors apply to all 
types of manuscripts accepted for publication in Alcohol, as 
follows: 

-  Original research articles are full-length reports of the authors’ 
original research addressing topics consistent with the Aims and 
Scope of the journal. Submissions outside the scope of the 
journal, or incomplete or fragmentary submissions, will not be 
considered.

-  Rapid communications are original, high-quality manuscripts 
that describe new data of high impact and major importance to 
the field. These contributions are typically short (e.g., 4 journal 
pages), and will be peer-reviewed by at least one expert in the 

field of the research and an Editor, and will be either accepted 
with minimal or no revisions or rejected. Publication of accepted 
rapid communications will be expedited. 

- Invited review articles will be considered for publication, upon 
invitation from the Editor-in-Chief or Associate Editor, as full-
length reviews or mini-reviews. These contributions will be peer-
reviewed. Authors should contact the Editor-in-Chief concerning 
the suitability of a topic for an invited review.

- Invited editorials or commentaries will be considered for 
publication, upon agreement by the Editor-in-Chief and Associate 
Editor. These contributions should be relatively short (2-3 journal 
pages), and focused on topics of high current interest, controversy, 
or fast-paced change. They will be peer reviewed by at least one 
member of the Editorial staff and another recognized expert in the 
area. Authors should contact the Editor-in-Chief concerning the 
suitability of a topic for an invited editorial or commentary.

INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS
(Revised November 2013)

Alcohol is an international, peer-reviewed journal that is 
devoted to publishing multi-disciplinary biomedical research on 
all aspects of the actions or effects of alcohol on the nervous sys-
tem or on other organ systems. Emphasis is given to studies into 
the causes and consequences of alcohol abuse and alcoholism, 
and biomedical aspects of diagnosis, etiology, treatment or pre-
vention of alcohol-related health effects. Intended for both 
research scientists and practicing clinicians, the journal publish-
   es original research on the neurobiological, neurobehavioral, and 
pathophysiological processes associated with alcohol drinking, 
alcohol abuse, alcohol-seeking behavior, tolerance, dependence, 
withdrawal, protracted abstinence, and relapse. In addition, the 
journal reports studies on the effects alcohol on brain mecha-
nisms of neuroplasticity over the life span, biological factors 
associated with adolescent alcohol abuse, pharmacotherapeutic 
strategies in the treatment of alcoholism, biological and biochemical 
markers of alcohol abuse and alcoholism, the pathological 
effects of uncontrolled drinking,  biomedical and molecular fac-
tors in the effects on liver, immune system, and other organ 
systems, and biomedical aspects of fetal alcohol spectrum disor-
der including mechanisms of damage,  diagnosis and early detec-
tion, treatment, and prevention. Articles are published from all 
levels of biomedical inquiry, including the following: molecular 
and cellular studies of alcohol’s actions in vitro and in vivo; 
animal model studies of genetic, pharmacological, behavioral, 
developmental or pathophysiological aspects of alcohol; human 
studies of genetic, behavioral, cognitive, neuroimaging, or patho-
logical aspects of alcohol drinking; clinical studies of diagnosis 
(including dual diagnosis), treatment, prevention, and epide-
miology. The journal will publish 8 issues per year; the 
accepted abbreviation for Alcohol for bibliographic citation is 
Alcohol.

Alcohol subscribes to the tenets of The Farmington Consensus 
(see http://www.elsevier.com/framework_products/promis_misc/ 
525453fc.pdf or http://www1.elsevier.com/homepage/sab/alcohol/

fconsensus.htm). Submission of a paper to the journal will be taken 
as evidence that the authors have complied with the tenets set forth 
in the Consensus. All submitted material will be subject to peer 
review. Alcohol considers three types of manuscripts for publication: 
— Original research articles are full-length reports of the authors’ 

original research addressing topics consistent with the Aims and 
Scope of the journal. Submissions outside the scope of the jour-
nal, or incomplete or fragmentary submissions, will not be con-
sidered.

— Rapid communications are original, high-quality manuscripts 
that describe new data of high impact and major importance of 
the field. These contributions are typically short (e.g., 4 journal 
pages), and will be peer-reviewed by at least one expert in the 
field of the research and an Editor, and will be either accepted 
with minimal or no revisions or rejected. Publication of accepted 
rapid communications will be expedited.

— Invited review articles will be considered for publication, upon 
invitation from the Editor-in-Chief, as full-length paper or mini-
reviews. These contributions will be peer-reviewed. Contact the 
Editor-in-Chief concerning the suitability of a topic for an invited 
review.
There are no page charges for articles published in Alcohol, and 

the current practice is to provide the corresponding author with 50 
free reprints of his/her article. Effective May 2006, authors from all 
countries are invited to submit manuscripts, complete in all 
respects and following the Instructions to Authors (revised 
November 2013), to David M. Lovinger, Editor-in-Chief, via 
Elsevier electronic submission at http://ess.elsevier.com/alcohol/

Contact for questions:
David M. Lovinger
Editor-in-Chief, Alcohol
Rockville, MD 20832

Tel: +1-301-728-3874
E-mail: david.lovinger@gmail.com



Authors from all countries are invited to submit manuscripts (com-
plete in all respects) to the Editor-in-Chief using Elsevier’s web-
based electronic submission system, EVISE at the following URL: 
https://www.evise.com/evise/faces/pages/navigation/NavController.
jspx?JRNL_ACR=ALCOHOL (instructions are provided below). 

Alcohol subscribes to the tenets of The Farmington Consensus (pdf). 
Submission of a paper to the journal will be taken as evidence that 
the authors have complied with the tenets set forth in the Consensus, 
including the “Expectations of Authors.” Consistent with those 
tenets, requirements for authorship are: (1) substantial contribution 
to conception, design, acquisition, analysis, and/or interpretation of 
data; (2) contribution to the writing and intellectual content of the 
article; and (3) final approval of the submitted manuscript. 

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 
All manuscripts are to be submitted and reviewed electronically using 
the journal’s EVISE website (https://www.evise.com/evise/faces/
pages/navigation/NavController.jspx?JRNL_ACR=ALCOHOL). 
Prepare your manuscript in PDF format. Acceptable figure formats 
are TIFF, PDF or MS Office files (Word, Powerpoint, Excel), but 
TIFF format is preferred.

Authors should prepare the following items, using standard word 
processing and graphics/imaging tools, in preparation for electronic 
submission of their manuscript:

1. Electronic copy of the Cover Letter (as a document file), 
signed by corresponding author, briefly describing the work and 
explicitly stating and signing for the following assurances:
(a) that all co-authors have read, approve of, and concur with the 
submitted manuscript;
(b) that all authors have made substantial contributions that meet 
the stated requirements for authorship;
(c) that due care has been exercised by the authors to ensure the 
integrity of the work;
(d) that none of the original material contained in the manuscript 
has been previously published (except in abstract form as part of 
scientific meetings) nor is currently under review for publication 
elsewhere;
(e) that any commercial affiliation or consultant role of an author that 
could be construed as a conflict of interest has been acknowledged 
(or a statement indicating that no such conflict of interest exists);
(f) any necessary accompanying documentation (e.g., signed 
permission letter to include previously published material in the 
contribution) is included;
(g) a list of up to 3 suggested reviewers (with complete mailing 
address and e-mail address) who could potentially review the 
contribution. (Note, however, that the final choice of reviewers will 
be the prerogative and responsibility of the Editors.)

2. Electronic copy of the Manuscript (as a PDF file), that includes 
Title & Author page, Abstract, Key Word list, Manuscript text, 
tables, figures, figure legends and references. 

3. For reviewing purposes, electronic copies of each figure (as a 
separate file), may also be uploaded, preferably in TIFF (Tagged 
Image File Format) format; acceptable alternative figure formats 
are PDF or MS Office files (Word, Powerpoint, Excel). 

MANUSCRIPT FORMAT AND STYLE 
Manuscripts that do not adhere to the following instructions will be 
returned to the corresponding author for technical revision before 
undergoing peer review. For manuscripts under revision, contribu-
tions not revised and returned to the editorial office within 3 
months after being returned to the authors for revision may be 
considered as withdrawn, unless the communicating author 
requests an extension. 

Title Page: Include (a) complete title of manuscript; (b) authors’ 
full names, (c) name of affiliation, laboratory or institution of each 
author including city, state or province, ZIP or postal code, and 
country (footnoted and listed on separate lines if more than one 
laboratory or institution); (c) name and complete address for cor-
respondence, including the corresponding author’s telephone and 
fax numbers and e-mail address.

Abstract and Keywords: Include an abstract that briefly summa-
rizes the work, limited to a short paragraph of about 300 words. 
Succinctly state the purpose of the study, basic methods and proce-
dures, the most important findings, and principal conclusions. 
Prepare as one continuous paragraph without sections or sub-
headings. At the bottom of the abstract, provide a list of up to 6 
keywords or short phrases, in italics, suitable for indexing terms.

Text Organization: Include the following main sections in with 
section headings (Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, 
and Discussion) on separate lines and in bold font. (Note: As of 
April 2007, the format will no longer use numbering of main 
sections or sub-sections in the manuscript).

Introduction
In this section, the objectives of the research should be clearly  
stated. Relevant background information and published studies 
should be described concisely, and be cited appropriately.

Materials and Methods
This section should contain all the details necessary to reproduce the 
experiments. Avoid re-describing complete details of methods already 
published. [Include subsections, labeled in italics, if applicable and as 
needed (e.g., Subjects, Apparatus, Drug Treatments, Procedures, 
Statistical Analyses).] If experimental animals were used, include a 
statement indicating whether the research was reviewed in advance by 
the institutional Animal Care and Use Committee and whether the 
research was conducted according to the requirements of all applicable 
local, national, and international standards for the care and use of 
laboratory animals (indicating the specific guidelines followed, e.g., 
the NIH Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals). If 
human subjects were involved, include a statement indicating both 
(a) that written informed consent was obtained from each human sub-
ject and (b) that the procedures followed were in accordance with the 
ethical standards of the responsible committee on human experimenta-
tion (institutional or regional) and with the Helsinki Declaration of 
1975, as revised in 1983.

Results
The results should be described clearly and concisely, and in logi-
cal order without extended discussion of their significance. Results 
should usually be presented descriptively, supported with appropri-
ate statistical analyses, and be supplemented by photographs or 
diagrams.
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