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Abstract

Previous literature mainly blames the party commission's leadership and the CDI's leading role in
anticorruption for China's procuratorate's ineffective anticorruption work, which only reflects part of the
picture. This article has analyzed the interactions between local procuratorates and other entities in
anticorruption based upon findings from interviewing prosecutors, CDI officers, and suspects, and con-
ducting content analysis of internal records and files, procedural and substantive rules regarding anti-
corruption and the work of the procuratorate. It argues that there exist balances between local
procuratorates and other entities; and local procuratorates have strong institutional motives from the
evaluation system, fundraising needs and legal loopholes to manipulate and transact the power in
investigating and prosecuting corruption cases with little supervision, which contributes to the selective
prosecution and light sentence in corruption.
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China's corruption and anticorruption are everlasting research topics in China studies. Previous
literature tends to focus on how the corruption is defined, produced or caused in China; what
consequences are or can be caused by such corruption; and how effective the anticorruption
agencies work, especially the China's Committees of Party Discipline Inspection (CDIs).1 The
local procuratorates have been perceived as failing to effectively investigate and prosecute cor-
ruption resulting in ineffective anticorruption due to the lack of independence and capability
under the dual leadership of local party secretary and superior procuratorate and the dominant role
in anticorruption of the CDI.2 This perception only reflects part of the picture of the local pro-
curatorate's role in China's anticorruption, ignoring its power and internal problems. According to
China's Supreme People's Procuratorate's (SPP) 2015 annual work report, all national procura-
torates have prosecuted around 40 thousand officials for corruption crimes, including over four
thousand senior officials (chuji,处级以上), who are at levels equal or higher than county/district
leaders.3 Among them only 12 thousand officials were investigated by the CDIs.4

This paper intends to discuss the other part of the picture of local procuratorates in China's
anticorruption, by analyzing motives and obstructions during their interactions with other
agencies in anticorruption. Based on interviews, record reading and content analysis of rules,
this article explains how the procuratorates balance with other agencies and misuse their power
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