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RESuMEN

Anilisis de los procesos cognitivos que subyacen a las
tareas de clasificacion, calculo, memorizacién y cate-
gorizacion de informacién. Los estudios empiricos so-
bre el comportamiento de los usuarios involucrados en
tareas de busqueda de informacién implican normal-
mente el analisis de tareas complejas. Como resultado,
solamente pueden deducirse estrategias de comporta-
miento de cardcter general. A fin de analizar mas de-
talladamente el comportamiento de los participantes,
se propusieron a los estudiantes tareas mas limitadas
y se trat6 luego de descomponer estas tareas en pro-
cesos cognitivos. Se utilizaron técnicas complementa-
rias de recopilacién de datos: ficheros log, grabacion
de las sesiones y entrevistas en profundidad. Con el
fin de analizar en profundidad el comportamiento de
los participantes, se utilizé la Teoria Fundamentada
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como método de anilisis de datos. El anlisis identi-
fico varios procesos cognitivos como los principales
componentes de las tareas de clasificacion, célculo,
memorizacion y categorizacion de informacion. Estos
procesos cognitivos configuran el nticleo del compor-
tamiento de los participantes.
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ABSTRACT

Analysis of cognitive processes in the behavior of
high school seniors and first year undergrads execut-
ing task associates with classification, calculation,
memorization and categorization of information
Juan-Antonio Martinez-Comeche, Jorge Horcas-Pulido
and Zuririe Pisia-Landaburu

This paper offers and analysis of the cognitive pro-
cesses entailed in classification, mathematical calcula-
tion, memorization and categorization tasks. Empirical
studies of information seeking behaviors commonly
ask participants to do complex tasks. As a result, on-
ly general cognitive strategies may be deduced about
information seeking behaviors. To these question in
greater depth, this research breaks down the infor-
mation behavior into atomized tasks reflecting cogni-
tive processes. Three data collection techniques were
employed: log files, video recording and in-depth in-
terviews. Grounded Theory was employed as a data
analysis method, allowing researchers to discern the
behaviors of subjects. The study uncovered several
cognitive processes as the main components of simple
information-seeking tasks. Moreover, these cogni-
tive processes constitute the core of the subjects’ be-
haviors of the participants. This study supports the
furtherance theoretical models of behaviors for sev-
eral information-seeking tasks, understood as chain of
cognitive processes. Some of these cognitive processes
apparently are common to entirely distinct tasks, such
as classification, memorization and categorization.
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