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Highlights: 

 This paper proposes a framework for the ongoing urban renewal in India. 

 The framework comprises of seven criteria, taken after an extensive literature review.  

 The framework is validated by means of a case study based in Southern India. 

 The evaluation of framework is done by using AHP 

 Consequently the key influencing criteria for urban renewal is determined and hence, validated 

on the basis of the literature and records available  

Abstract 

India is witnessing rapid urbanization due to increase in population in cities. This poses a major 

challenge to the urban renewal process. This paper aims to provide an urban renewal 

framework for the development of cities in India under the ambit of smart cities mission, an 

initiative by the Government of India. To guide practices related to management of urban areas 

and advance policy-making decisions and scientific inquiry in this domain, we identify 7 

criteria and 27 sub-criteria mainly from the literature related to socio-technical perspectives. 

To handle the inter-relations among the identified criteria and sub-criteria, we propose a multi-

criteria decision-making (MCDM) approach based on Decision Making Trial and Evaluation 

Laboratory based Analytic Network Process (DANP). Moreover, the effectiveness of the 

proposed methodology for urban renewal in South India is demonstrated with a real-life case 

study.  Finally, we establish how the obtained results will help the policy makers to initiate 

urban renewal in southern India.  
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1. Introduction 

Cities are important thrust areas for the economic and social development, as they focus much 

of the national economic activities like trade and commerce, governance, and transportation, 
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