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quickly through the terrain, carrying the new repeating rifle and sabers.3  Instead of 
burning down whole villages, the Korps Marechaussee would, in the words of their 
commander Van Heutsz, give the Acehnese “a sensitive beating” and place “the foot 
on the neck.”4  

Accompanying the Korps Marechaussee on the expedition to Pedir was a 
Dutch scholar of Islam, Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje (1858-1936).5  His role was to 
provide intelligence and interrogate prisoners,6 but more importantly to serve as what 
we might now call a  “military anthropologist.”7  One of the first Westerners to visit 
Mecca and author of many books on Islam, his advice to the Dutch colonial 
government was that while Islam as a religion posed no danger to the state, Islam as a 
political ideology was dangerous: “With this hostile party there is no point in negotiating, 
since their doctrine and their self-interest cause them not to bend unless to the use of 
force.  A conditio sine qua non for a restoration of order in Great Acheh is to crush them 
heavily…”8  Concurrent to military destruction, Snouck Hurgronje argued that the 
Dutch must consolidate political control, provide economic reconstruction, improve 
education and assimilate the local population into the Dutch society.  The “Aceh 
method” became the basis of modern Dutch counterinsurgency strategy.9 

As one historian wrote, “Snouck Hurgronje did more than influence the 
Islamic policy of the colonial government: in a very real sense he created it and, along 
with his successors, implemented it.”10  Despite (or perhaps because of) this, many 
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