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Abstract 

This paper adopts a novel approach to examine the roles of gender difference and intra-

household economic power in mortgage signing order. We develop an “economic power” 

index based on relative economic power within the same-sex couple households. We then 

use this measure along with gender identity and other factors to explain signing order in 

different-gender couples. Our results suggest that, while pure economic power explains 

much of the observed signing order, gender difference plays an important role. Exploit 

regional variation reveals that gender difference in signing order is greater in states with a 

larger gender wage gap and red states whose residents predominantly vote for the 

Republican. 
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1. Introduction 

Gender difference is deeply rooted in our identity and has been widely documented by 

economists in disparate real-world economic contexts. For example, though women have 

made substantial labor market gains in both participation and earnings, gender inequality 
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