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ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

Direct and Spillover Effects of a Social Information Campaign on Residential 

Water-Savings

Mónica M. Jaime Torresa and Fredrik Carlssonb

Abstract

This paper investigates direct and spillover effects of a social information campaign aimed at 

encouraging residential water savings in Colombia. The campaign was organized as a randomized 

field experiment, consisting of monthly delivery of consumption reports, including normative 

messages, for one year. Results indicate that social information and appeals to norm-based 

behavior reduce water use by up to 6.8% in households directly targeted by the campaign. In 

addition, we find evidence of spillover effects: households that were not targeted by the campaign 

reduced water use by 5.8% in the first six months following the intervention. 

Key Words: Peer effects, social norms, randomized evaluation, water utilities

JEL Codes: C93, D03, L95, O12

a School of Management and Business, and Research Nucleus on Environmental and Natural Resource Economics 
(NENRE-EfD Chile), University of Concepción, Chile. Postal address: Avenida Vicente Méndez 595, Casilla 537, 
Chillán, Región del Bío Bío, Chile. Tel: +56(42) 220 7555; Fax: +56(42) 227 5305. E-mail: mjaime@udec.cl

b Department of Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden and Center for Collective Action Research (CeCAR) 
at University of Gothenburg. Postal address: Box 640, 40530 Göteborg, Sweden. Tel: +46(31) 786 4174. E-mail: 
fredrik.carlsson@economics.gu.se 

 We are grateful to Empresas Públicas de Jericó and Empresas Públicas de Támesis, which kindly granted us access 
to water consumption data. Financial support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
(Sida) to the Environmental Economics Unit at the University of Gothenburg, and from LACEEP, the MISTRA 
COMMONS program, and the Center for Collective Action Research (CeCAR) is gratefully acknowledged. We 
especially thank Clara Villegas for the logistical and institutional support and for her valuable comments. We are 
deeply grateful to Liliana López Valencia, Cristian Ramírez Sosa and Adams Ceballos for their assistance in the 
field. We also appreciate valuable comments from the editor, two anonymous reviewers, Abigail Barr, Anne 
Boschini, Runar Brännlund, Jessica Coria, Paul Ferraro, Susan Godlonton, Kelsey Jack, Olof Johansson-Stenman, 
Andreas Lange, Peter Martinsson, Amrish Patel, Subhrendu Pattanayak, César Salazar, Dale Whittington and 
seminar participants at the University of Gothenburg, University of Concepción, University of Copenhagen, 
University of Nottingham, EfD 8th Annual Meeting and LACEEP.

mailto:mjaime@udec.cl
mailto:fredrik.carlsson@economics.gu.se


Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/11023357

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/11023357

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/11023357
https://daneshyari.com/article/11023357
https://daneshyari.com

