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Graphical Abstract 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 1. A novel fluorescent probe for biothiols detection. 

 2. Red fluorescence with emission maxima at 640 nm and a large Stokes shift of 160 nm. 

 3. High sensitivity and selectivity. 

 4. The sensing mechanism was studied by MS and HPLC. 

 5.  Endogenous biothiols imaging in living MCF-7 cells. 
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