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RCTs randomized controlled trials; TSA trial sequential analysis; ICU intensive 
care unit; SSC surviving sepsis campaign; MeSH medical subject headings; 
APACHE acute physiology and chronic health evaluation; SAPS simplified acute 
physiology score, SOFA sequential organ failure assessment; RR relative  risk; CI 
confidence interval; WMD weighted mean difference; IQR interquartile rang; SD 
standard deviation; SIRS systemic inflammatory response syndrome. 
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