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Highlights

¢ The most important risk factors for white matter disease are age and hypertension.

¢ Following recanalization therapies for ischemic stroke, patients with white matter disease
suffer more frequently of intracerebral hemorrhage and have worse functional outcome
than those without or less severe white matter disease.

¢ On MRI acquired before recanalization therapies, the presence and number of cerebral
microbleeds is associated with the risk of subsequent intracranial hemorrhage, both
within and outside the ischemic brain region.

¢ In the week following an acute ischemic stroke, 1 in 10 patients develop new cerebral mi-
crobleeds outside the infarcted brain region, even when not treated with recanalization
therapies.

o Despite the risks mentioned above, patients with white matter disease or microbleeds
can still benefit from recanalization therapies, which shall not be withheld if otherwise in-
dicated.
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