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THE ITALIAN AMALGAM
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Abstract

This essay is a monographic analysis of Vladislav Khodasevich’s famous poem
‘Before the Mirror’ (1924). It focuses on the work’s biographical context; its mean-
ing (midlife crisis superimposed on the poet’s self-portrait in a mirror); its Italian
intertexts blended with Russian ones; the metatextual message (the poet ushers
himself into the pantheon of great writers such as Dante, Petrarch and Pushkin); and
literary craftsmanship (various “mirror” effects).

Keywords: V.F. Khodasevich; Dante; Petrarch; Russian Intertexts, Midlife Crisis;
Mirror Semiotics; Poetry of Grammar

0. The Poem
Ilepen 3epxanom
Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita.

41, 5, ! Uto 3a qukoe ciioBo!
Heyxenn BoH TOT — 370 517
PasBe mama ymro6mia Takoro,
JKento-ceporo, noiayceaoro
U Bce3Haromero, Kak 3mes?
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11 6 PasBe maybuuk, B OCTaHKHHE JIETOM
7 TaHueBaBIIMi Ha TaYHBIX Oajax, —
8 DT0 1, TOT, KTO KaXIbIM OTBETOM

9 JKentopoThM BHyIIaeT OATaM

1

0 OtBpaienue, 3100y u cTpax?

IIT 11 Pa3Be TOT, KTO B NOJTHOYHBIE CTIOPHI
12 Bcro Manp4MIeyubto BKIIAbIBAI IPBITh, —
13 Ort0 1, TOT 7K€ caMBblif, KOTOPBIH
14 Ha tparuueckue pa3roBOpbI
15 Hayuusca MomyaTh U IIyTHTh?

IV 16 Bopouem — Tak u Bceraa Ha cpeuHe
17 PokoBOro 3eMHOr0 IyTH:
18 OT HUYTOXKHOI MPUUYUHBI — K IPUYHHE,
19 A risauins — 3amTyTancst B MyCTHIHE,
20 U cBoux ke ce10B He HalTH.

\Y 21 la, MeHs He MaHTepa MPbDKKaMU
22 Ha mapuxckuii gepax 3arsana.
23 U Buprunus HeT 3a miedamu, —
24 TonbKO ecTh OIMHOYECTBO — B pamMe
25 T'oBopsILero npapay CTeKIa.
(179-180)"

Before the Mirror

Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita/
In the middle of the journey of our life

“I, I, .” What a weird [lit.: wild] word!

Is that man there really 1?

Can it be that mother loved such a person,
Greyish-yellow, with hair turning grey,
And omniscient as a serpent?

Can it be that the boy who used to dance

At country balls in Ostankino in the summer —
Is I, who, by each of my answers,

Inspire loathing, anger and fear

In newly hatched [lit.: yellow-mouthed] poets?

Can it be that the same person

Who used to throw all his boyish vivacity

Into midnight arguments — is 1,

Who have learned to be silent

And to jest when faced with tragic conversations?
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