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Abstract

This article takes a fresh look at the rumors about the so-called Free Love Leagues
that circulated in the Russian provinces in the spring of 1908. It focuses on a number
of plays and narrative texts that were written by non-professional authors/readers in
an attempt to come to terms with these secret organizations and the threat that they
seemed to pose to society. Although most of these materials were written in the
same vein as Sergei Naidenov’s highly successful family drama Vaniushin’s
Children (1901), they attack the “blessings” of modern society (a more liberal
upbringing of children, “pornographic” literature), rather than the stultifying
atmosphere of traditional Russian family life. While expressing a deep concern with
the sexual morality and the spiritual development of youth, these texts are, above all,
indicative of the increased freedom of expression after 1905 and of Russian readers’
willingness to use it.
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Beeoenue

B anpene 1908, exxeqneBHas raseta Munckuii Kypbep onyOnukoBaia (embe-
TOH B TpeX 4acTsx 1oj Ha3BanueM ‘Jlom nroOBu’. ['N1aBHEIA Tepoii (enbe-
TOHA, HEKHI AJIeKCeil, — OpraHu3aTop TaiHOTO Kiry0a pa3Bpara, WieHbl KOTO-
poro TMpHWHAICKAT K yuamielics mononexu. [maBHas mmes xiyda chop-
MyJIHpOBaHa AJjiekceeM B O(QUIMaIbHOM YCTaBe, COTJIACHO KOTOPOMY “TIO-
TPeOHOCTD JTFOOUTH BCeMH (prOpaMu HE TOJNBKO AYIIH, HO M TeNa, Mo0yauiIa
[Hac] x co3manuio sToro moma”. MIMeHHO 37eCh, B MHHCKOM JIOME JIFOOBH,
“aTH mOTpeOHOCTH OYAYT YHOBIETBOPSITHCA BO Bcel ux momHoTe”. Jlims
OompIielt yOeIUTENBHOCTH, B IPEIUCIOBUH K (DEIbETOHY PEIaKIUs MO IePK-
HyJIa, 9TO, XOTS UMEHA BCEX MEPCOHAXKEH OBUTH BBIMBINIICHHEIC, OMTUCAHHBIC
B (pempeTOHE HACTPOCHHUS U JACATEIBHOCTH Teposi OBUIH BIIOJHE peaybHBEL B
CYIIIECTBOBAaHUHM MUHCKOTo KiIy0a pasBpara wiu “Jluru cBoOOIHON J1I00BH”,
KakK HasbIBasia ce0sl O(HUIMAIBEHO cO3aHHast AJleKCceeM OpraHH3alus, Helb3s
OBUTO COMHEBATHCS.

Bckope mocne myOnuKamum mociaegHero 3Mmm3oaa GpeabeToHa, HCTOPHS
0 MuHCcKo# Jlure OpuTa ogXBaYeHa OOIeHAITMOHATILHOM Ta3eToil Hosoe ape-
M5, TAE ToaBajach yke He Kak (DelbeTOH, a Kak (pakTHuecKas W BIIOJHE
JIOCTOBEPHASI CTAaThsg O MOJIOJIOM YEJIOBEKE, KOTOPHIH pa3Bpamal MUHCKYIO
MOJIOZIEXkb, BEIs caMblif pa3Hy3/laHHbBII 00pa3 >kxu3Hu. Kpome Toro, B c000-
IIEHUH Ha3bIBAINCh JIUTEpaTypHbIC UCTOYHUKHU epecu Anekces.. Oka3anocs,
4TO OH BoOOpasmn ceds Bmagumupom CaHWHBIM — repoeM OJHOMMEHHOTO
pomana (1907) Muxania Apisioamesa — 1 y)ke ycren coOpats Ienylo “KoM-
TAHWIO CAHWHIIEB”, Pa3Je/sBIINX €r0 GE3HPABCTBEHHBIC YOCKICHHS.

Cnyxu o nurax cCBOOOJHOHN JFOOBH M JAPYTUX MOJIOICKHBIX TPYIIAX,
SIKOOBI YCTPAaWBABIIMX CEKC-BEUCPHUHKH HA HACOJOTHUECKOM OCHOBAHWH,
xonm ¢ 1908 rona ve Tonpko B Muncke, Ho u B Kuese, [lonrase, [lepmu u
B psiie Apyrux ropogos. U rae Obl OHE HU BO3HHUKAIH, CIOXKET ITHX CIyXOB
BCerma OBUT OJMHAKOB: COOPAaBIINCh B TAWHOM TOMEIICHHU, MOJIOICKD
paciuBaeT IMUBO WM YTO-TO MOKpEIUe U 00CY)KJaeT TBOPUYECTBO “‘MOJTHBIX
aBTopoB. Ilocie 3TOrO pUTyaa, cBe4u racsr, “BoLApsSETCs TbMA U HACTYNAET
peanuzanys ‘CBOOOIBI OTHOIIEHUH TOJOB’, TO €CTh, OPTUSl OTKPBITOTO Pa3-
BpaTa”.3

IIponcxoxneHne ciayxoB O JHrax CBOOOJHOW JIOOBH, HE Ha IIYTKY
BOJIHOBABIIHX MPABUTEIBCTBO U MOJUIHUIO, TOAPOOHO PACCMOTPEHO MHOIO B
JIPYTOM MECTe U 37ech 00CykaaThes He Gymer.’ Hinkecneayome 3aMeTKe
MTOCBSIIIICHBI HE TPEIABICTOPUH 3TOTO CKaHJIANA, a TPAMaTHICCKUM U (B MEHB-
IIeH CTENEHN) MMOBECTBOBATEIHHBIM MTPOU3BEICHUSIM, KOTOPEIC BOSHUKIHA KaK
peakius Ha CIyXd O MaccoBOM pasBpate. Ilpu Bcell 0ueBUIHOCTH TOM Ipo-
MaJIHOW pPOJIM, KOTOPYIO ChI'pana OyJibBapHas Mpecca B pa3JAyBaHWU CKaH-
Jlaa, He TIO/UICKUT COMHEHHIO, UTO B TJla3axX IyOJNUKH CIyXHW HE OBLUTH JIH-
meHsl npasaononodus. O0 3TOM CBUIAETENHCTBYIOT KaK CaMO BO3HHUKHO-
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